




PROJECT: Acrasia 1 
ACTIVITY: Production Test
FILE: SR 99/1581
ASSESSOR: ANGELA CRIMES
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Soil
3.2.1, 3.3.1, table 1 Oil spill outside bunded area Soil contamination M H H H H 2 No Low 1 Steel piping will comply with Australian 

Standards to prevent risk of rupture; 
all tanks bunded to contain worst case 
spill; loading points will have clay pad 
to protect gibber; procedures in place 
to minimise impact overflows and 
loading spills
Spils will be either bioremediated on 
site or removed for landfarming or 
other disposal LOW

3.2.1, 3.3.4, table 1 Oil spill as result of transportation incident Soil contamination

H H H M H 2 No Low 1

Spills left to bio-remediate unless 
require further treatment, such as 
landfarming or off-site disposal of soil. LOW

On site or transportation spills on slopes greater than 
2 degrees

Soil erosion of gibber due to 
cleanup

M M M M H 2 No Low 1 Large spills left in situ and fenced off 
with separation ponds to catch runoff 
and sediment LOW

Air

None None

Surface Water

3.2.1, 3.3.1, table 1 Oil spill outside bunded area Surface water contamination M H H M H 2 No Low 1 Any spills affecting surface water will 
not impact the Cooper Creek and are 
unlikely to impact the Coongie Lakes.  
Management strategies will be in 
place to minimise the likelihood and 
impact of spills. LOW

3.2.1, 3.3.8, table 1 Oil spill as result of transportation incident Surface water contamination M H H H H 2 Yes 1 The risk of an incident will be 
minimised by placing conditions on 
travel times and avoiding water 
bodies.
Contaminated soil will be removed 
from watercourses.

LOW

Ground Water

None None

Flora
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1.2.2, 2.1, table 1 Vehicle movements on site Loss of vegetation H H H H H 1 Yes 1 Vehicle movements will be restricted 

to existing tracks.  All production 
activities make use of existing well 
pad.
No vegetation of significance identified 
in the area LOW

Fauna

3.2.1, 3.3.8, table 1 Hydrocarbon pollution of stock water Health hazard to stock H H H M H 1 Yes 1 Site is distant from stock 
concentration and watering points.  
Tests to be halted if formation water to 
surface, though not expected.
No water will be evaporated off to 
prevent possibility. LOW

SENSITIVE AREAS

2.1, table 1 Disturbance to Innamincka Regional Reserve Loss of conservation value H H H H H 1 Yes 1 The location of the activity is in a 
pastoral area, where the impacts to 
the environment are expected to be 
minor.  No areas of high wilderness or 
biological value in the lease area.

LOW
2.1, table 1 Oil spill/fire into Ramsar triangle Reduction of Ramsar value of area 

through flow on effect into Ramsar 
Area

H H H H H 1 No Low 1 Tenuous downstream connection into 
Ramsar Triangle.  Unlikely for extreme 
roadtrain spill event to reach this area.  
Strategies in place to minimise risk of 
spill. LOW

SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT

Community Resource

Vehicular use of the Innamicka-Cordillo Downs public 
road

Degradation of public road through 
heavy vehicle use

H H H H H 1 No High Short Small No No 2 Vehicle movements will take place 
over a ten day period and will include 
approximately 10 return trips by truck 
for oil carriage and tankage delivery, 
plus other sundry work.  Will be 
confined to short periods, so expect 
minimal degradation, if any. LOW

Cultural

None None

Heritage

2.1, 3.3.6, table 1 Transportation spills requiring clean-up Damage to aboriginal heritage 
sites

M H H M H 2 No Low 1 Transport routes and installations 
have been cleared by CO-98 
signatories LOW
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Community Health

3.2, 3.3.2, table 1 Fire at storage and loading facility Injury or death of persons on site H H H M H 2 Yes 1 Fires will be managed through a site 
emergency response procedure.  The 
likelihood of a fire will be minimised 
through earthing of the plant 
equipment. LOW

3.3.5, table 1 Access track connection to Innamincka-Cordillo 
Downs Road

Public vehicle collision with trucks 
using access road

H H H H H 1 No Low 1 Signage warning of trucks entering will 
placed at the intersection.  Marginal 
risk expected for this type of activity.

LOW
Dust generation by vehicle movement Decrease visibility

Vehicle accident
H H H M H 2 No Low 1 Signage warning of activity and low 

road usage during the operation will 
minimise the risk of a significant 
incident. LOW

Transportation fire Injury to public H H H M H 2 No Low Short 1 Procedures in place to reduce the risk 
of this event occurring.   Will be 
emergency response plans in case of 
an incident.  Procedures for preventing 
secondary fires. LOW

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Contaminated water Loss of stock
Loss of income

H H H H H 1 Yes 1 Site is distant from stock 
concentration and watering points.  
Tests to be halted if formation water to 
surface, though not expected.
No water will be evaporated off to 
prevent possibility. LOW
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02WLBC0604 
 
 
5 July 2002 
 
 
Barry Goldstein 
PIRSA 
Office of Minerals and Energy Resources 
GPO Box 1671 
ADELAIDE SA 5001 
 
 
Dear Mr Goldstein 
 
I write in response to your request for comment on the ACRASIA 1 Initial Production Test 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Draft Statement of Environmental Objectives 
(SEO). 
 
The initial production test comprises a short flow and shut-in operation, run over a few hours 
with limited volumes of oil being produced, and is the initial step in moving to full production.  
PIRSA has classified this operation to be one of ‘low environmental impact’.  Subsequent 
extended testing will be the subject of an expanded Environmental Impact Report. 
 
The Initial Production Test EIR and SEO gives attention to avoidance, contamination and 
remediation of any oil spills occurring at the well site, and during subsequent transportation 
of the oil produced during the test.  It is not anticipated that formation water will be produced 
during the test, however in this event the test will be terminated. 
 
The assessment of the Initial Production Test EIR and SEO indicates the protection of 
surface and groundwater resources has been adequately addressed.  Provided the test is 
conducted in accordance with the safeguards specified in the EIR and SEO, there is 
unlikely to be any impact on surface or groundwater resources. 
 
Considering the above the Department has no objection to PIRSA’s assessment and 
classification of the initial production test to be conducted at Acrasia #1 as being of ‘low 
environmental impact’.  Furthermore the Department has no comment to make on the draft 
SEO. 
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For further information on this matter please contact Mr Vince Rigter on telephone 8463 
6856 or email rigter.vince@saugov.sa.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Bob McLennan 
DIRECTOR, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
DEPARTMENT FOR WATER, LAND AND 
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION 
 
 
 
 
 


