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Reminder to those establishing 
trees this year 
 
If you have been thinking about planting 
trees or have begun planning to 
establish a plantation this year then 
PIRSA Forestry can help you in this 
endeavour. 
 
For those land owners interested in 
establishing trees PIRSA Forestry offers 
the following services: seedling orders, 
site assessments, establishment plans, 
and general advice. 
 
If you are interested in ordering 
seedlings please contact us. We will be 
able to discuss the various nurseries, 
supply catalogues and price lists as they 
become available and coordinate your 
order and assess the seedling stock 
throughout the growing season to 
ensure that you receive high quality 
seedlings. 
 

 
 

Site assessments can be carried out to 
evaluate the soil, weed cover and 
suitability of the site for establishing a 
plantation. The site assessment helps 
determine site cultivation requirements, 
herbicide prescriptions and tree species 
suitability. If you require a site 
assessment please call PIRSA Forestry. 
 
An establishment plan can be produced 
for your site after a site assessment is 
conducted to provide a single document  

 
 
to guide you through the requirements to 
successfully establish trees on you 
property. It includes a schedule of 
required operations tailored for your site. 
It is a valuable tool to get your trees off 
to the best possible start. 
 

 
 

PIRSA Forestry can provide advice on 
best practices guidelines to establish a 
plantation. 
 
Radiata pine field day in the 
Upper South East 
 
The radiata pine field trip held by PIRSA 
Forestry in the Upper South East 
occurred on November 27. The field day 
discussed tree marking, first thinning, 
radiata provenances and pre 
commercial thinning. 
 
Visiting three different stands with 
different tree marking and resulting 
thinning outcomes was very useful. 
 
It was seen at one plantation that 
operator self selection was not ideal as 
the operator did not remove all of the 
trees that needed to be thinned. This 
has left the stand over stocked. This will 
result in the need for an earlier second 
thinning with potentially lower returns. 
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At another plantation the owner tree 
marked the plantation. They found tree 
marking takes time to get your eye in to 
determine which trees need to be 
removed. 
 
The biggest problem was the colour of 
the tree marking paint selected by the 
forest owner. Light and white colours 
were difficult to see and the harvester 
left some trees, whereas bright blue was 
easier for the harvester to see. 
 

 
 

A drench pack was used very effectively 
to complete the job. 
 
A professional tree marker will quickly 
and efficiently mark a stand down to an 
appropriate stocking and with 
appropriate bright paint. After harvesting 
the stand is well stocked and will grow 

on to produce good volumes of higher 
quality sawlog. 
 
The first thinning is critical for the future 
success of your radiata pine plantation. 
Ensure that it is thinned and if you are 
not prepared or confident to mark it 
yourself it is possible to get a 
professional tree marking crew to do the 
job for a reasonable price.  
 
The results at age 10 of a provenance 
trial of Pinus radiata provenances, 
Guadalupe and Cedros indicated that 
there are a few differences between the 
various families. The main take home 
message was that these provenances of 
Guadalupe and Cedros are currently 
performing as well as the improved 
nursery radiata pine. It is hoped that 
they will continue to perform and prove 
of value where drought tolerance is 
required. 
 

 
 

The Pre Commercial Thinning (PCT) 
trial drew the most excitement with the 
potential to improve stands in the Upper 
South East. It clearly demonstrated the 
advantage of reducing the stocking at 
an early age of about 5 to 7. 
 
Thinning 33 percent of the stand 
removed all of the poorer performing 
and suppressed trees. It clearly 
demonstrated the advantage that this 
thinning will have on the production and 
growth of the remaining trees. 
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Field Day – February 12: 
Thinning high value sawlog 
stands 

Continuing on the thinning theme a 
morning field day is planned on the 
Hunt’s property at Kalangadoo. The field 
day will begin at 9 am on February 12 at 
Tri-Hi Road, 10 km northwest of 
Kalangadoo, and is expected to last 2 
hours.  

A small planting of Sydney blue gums 
(Eucalyptus saligna) are in the process 
of being thinned and the spotted gums 
(Corymbia maculata) have already been 
thinned. Discussion will cover why 
thinning is necessary, how to select the 
trees that should remain and which trees 
need to be thinned out. Aspects such as 
form, crown vigour and silvicultural 
spacing will be covered. 

If you would like to attend this morning 
field day and for more information 
please contact Clinton Sim. A map and 
directions will be sent out to those 
growers who are interested in attending. 

 
Australian 
Forest 
Growers 
Treefarmer of 
the Year - 
South 
Australia 
 
A call will be made at the end of 
February for nominations for the AFG 
South Australian Treefarmer of the Year 
Award. 
 
The essential criteria include: 
·  Excellence in farm planning and farm 

forestry 
·  Good land management, in that the 

whole farm is either being used or 
there is a demonstration that a whole 
farm plan has been developed and 

that the part development is in line 
with such a plan 

·  Innovation in any sector of private 
forestry – natural forests, plantations, 
agro-forestry, etc 

·  Leadership in the community in 
these developments 

·  Wide application of the principles 
adopted 

·  Integration of forestry with other farm 
developments 

 
Nominations may be received either 
from: 

1. The applicant 
2. For the applicant by another 

person 
3. An AFG branch 

 

 
 
 
To be eligible: 

·  Entrants must own the 
property/forest estate 

·  A lessee may be eligible if the 
application is countersigned by 
the landowner that the work done 
is due to his or her efforts 

·  A previous winner of an AFG 
award may apply  

·  An entrant need not necessarily 
be a member of AFG 

·  The winner of the State 
competition is an automatic 
entrant in the National 
competition. 

 
For more information please contact 
PIRSA Forestry. 
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Upcoming events 
 
AUSTimber 2008 
March 4 and 7 
 
The biggest forest industry event ever 
seen in the region will be held in the first 
week of March. Activities of interest to 
growers are the displays on the south 
edge of the Blue Lake crater and the two 
harvesting sites where machinery will be 
operating. The sites for AUSTimber 
2008 are circled on the map on the right. 
 
The exhibition with 200 indoor and 100 
outdoor demonstration and display sites 
is open from Thursday March 6 until 
Saturday March 8. There will be mature 
pine harvesting operations with a 
continuous view of harvesting, 
extraction, log loading and transport 
using the latest techniques and 
equipment. Site preparation equipment 
will also be demonstrated. 
 
On Friday March 7 and Saturday March 
8 from 10.00 am there are in-forest 
demonstrations at the Airport display 
site. Operations will include first and 
third thinning, and clearfelling of radiata 
pine plantations. There will be the latest 
techniques of cut-to-length harvesting 
and in-forest chipping at the Tasmanian 
blue gum clearfalling area. 
 
Registration for the exhibition is $10. 
Registration forms are available at the 
end of this newsletter and more 
information is available on the internet at  
http://www.austimber2008.com.au 
 
South East Field Day 
March 14 and 15 
 
PIRSA Forestry will be in the PIRSA 
Tent at the 30th South East Field day at 
Yakka Park, Lucindale. Come and see 
us to discuss any forestry related issues 
and see our display as you pass through 
the PIRSA tent. We look forward to 
catching up with you at this big event. 

 
 
 
National Landcare Programme 
Sustainable practices 
 
PIRSA Forestry is a partner in a draft 
project application for this grant. The 
project will aim to promote the wide 
range of uses and benefits of native 
farm trees to enhance productivity, 
sustainability and income diversity. 
 
PIRSA Forestry is looking at collating 
case studies, local stories and 
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testimonials from landowners who have 
had establish trees in areas where 
saline water tables are reducing 
productivity of low-lying areas. Planting 
of salt tolerant trees will help reduce the 
shallow groundwater table and mitigate 
the effects of dryland salinity where they 
are successfully planted. 
 
If you have land in this area and are 
interested in establishing salt tolerant 
trees in areas where saline groundwater 
is having an affect please contact 
Clinton Sim. 
 
 
Email address 
 
For ease of providing you with 
information efficiently, could you please 
provide us with your email address? 
 
Often we get information about 
meetings, or have updates to newsletter 
items, or receive other relevant 
information that we would like to pass 
onto you as quickly as possible. It is 
best if we can email this sort of 
information out to everyone. 
 
We have a generic email address that 
you can send your queries to: 
 
pirsaforestry@saugov.sa.gov.au  
 
 
Queries or Questions? 
 
PIRSA Forestry Officers can be 
contacted regarding anything in this 
newsletter and any queries of forest 
management that you may have.  We 
can provide you with advice and if 
needed visit your plantation.  
 

PIRSA Forestry Contact Details: 
 
Email Address 
 
pirsaforestry@saugov.sa.gov.au  
 
Facsimile  (08) 8723 1941 
 
Sue Shaw, 
Manager, Science, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1229 
Mobile 0408 876 116 
shaw.sue@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Charlma Phillips, 
Principal Forest Health Scientist, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1231 
phillips.charlma@saugov.sa.gov.au  
 
Peta Crewe, 
Forestry Development Advisor, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1224 
Mobile 0427 012 510 
crewe.peta@saugov.sa.gov.au   
 
Sharn Lucas,   
Biodiversity Officer, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1223 
Mobile 0427 005 200 
lucas.sharn@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Clinton Sim, 
Coordinator Forestry Development, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1227 
Mobile 0417 865 546 
sim.clinton@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Josh Driscoll, 
Forest Officer, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1228 
Mobile 0417 865 961 
driscoll.joshua@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Adrian Agars, 
Forestry Development Support Officer, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1225 
Mobile 0407 799 056 
agars.adrian@saugov.sa.gov.au 

 
 


