




















“There’s less water to leach
the salt through the plant and
it accumulates in the roots,
causing leaf tip burn, yield loss
and eventually the death of the
plant,” he said.

“And often the damage has been
done before any symptoms are
noticeable.”

“But if you can measure
something, you can manage it.”

At $225 per unit, the soil probe
is considerably cheaper than
comparable products, which can
cost up to $3000 each.

It is also portable, meaning

it can be moved as needed,
whereas the more expensive
versions have to be permanently
installed.

Dr Lewis said scientific
developments such as the soil
water extractor meant primary
producers could apply sound on-
farm solutions to the increasing
number of problems posed by
shifting weather patterns.

“How we respond to climate
change and how we make
our systems work with it are
extremely important to the
future of agriculture,” he said.
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Plan, Innovate, Research, Sustain, Achieve

Primary Industries and Resources SA (PIRSA) is a
dynamic State Government agency committed to

the economic development of the State and the
sustainable use of natural resources. PIRSA supports
the food, fibre and minerals industries that contribute
A$9.2 billion annually to the State’s economy.

This is further underpinned by the agency’s skills

and expertise in planning and state/local government
relations.
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