Dudley Gould Kelly

Kangaroo Island Identity
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respected Kangarao Island farmer,

tory. of the Kingscote Council,

‘Born on the property Hamelton, near -
Tarlee, he wag the second of three chudren_
from: the marrigge of John Gould Kelly to

“Drusilta Jane Gray, There wel's'seven ofher

children from -John's first marriage.

Dudley’s mother died when he was aged =

- nine, With older brothers awdy at the war,

Dudiey took on many responmblhtles_ .

_around the farm from an early age. .
" About the time he lost his. mother and

- his: older brother Nelson, who was killed in 7 .

“action, Dudley ‘meved - w1th his. fathér to

Haﬂdale near Riverton, where he attended.
school, later. completmg his educatmn at’

. Prince Alfred. College. -

In 1933, Dudle mar d Echth Jacobs: |
v ﬂe already partly developed and the famﬂy_

moved to the island, On Pioneer Bend, with |
strong support from Fdith, Dudley 'soon
wained the respect of his:neighbours, -

“and they had four childrén - Ian, Margaret,

Mary and Kathryn. Dudley purchased Deep -
- Creek, a scrub- block near Parndana’ on’
- Karigarog Island; in 1938; He spent many -
- months away ﬂ*om his young family camp- .
-'.,was established at-Pioneer Bend in 1946

ing on' the bloek and beginning the work

of clearing it.. In.1944, heé bought Pioneer:

Bend 8 property near Deep Creek that was

. UDLEY Kelly was a prominent ang

) #. 3 :former chairman of the District
Couneil of Kingseote and author of a his-

-, The first. agncultural buteau in the aree

and the first chairman was Dridley. For the

ﬁrst 12 .years, the buteau meetmgs were.-

wuniithéadvertiser.camizau

“held-in the front room of ther homestead

at Pioneer Bend. Al the time Dudley came

- o Kangaroo Island; trace element. de-
- ficiency was just beeoming understond, so
“there were many problems. for the early

settlers, Dudley and his ffsmﬂy kept in

“touch with-the current research and con-

tinued to develop Fionger Bend into a fine

'property with 810 hectares cleared. )
- Anarticilate person, highly regarded ior :
- hig intégrity, it “was logical for Dudley to

become involved in local government. He

served on the District Council of Kingscote

~hetween 1952 and 1981 and wag chairman
. from 1969 t6 1974, the final ¢hairman before
- the mayoralty was- 1naupurateci : o

He.played an important role in commis-

- sioning the couricil’s first developraent plan
7 for the eoundil and later wrote a history of:
.- thefirst 100 years of the Kingscote Couneil: | .
' People, Places and Serious Busiriess, pub-
<~ 1ished inv1988. He' was ‘also -an actwe o
: _member of.the Liberal Party.

In early. days Pioneer Bend was oneé of

B -the homes where M‘ethodlst Churech ser-
: 'vices ‘were "held. In’ retirement, Dudley
. helped in the mandgement of the Kangarco -
‘Island Parish of the Uniting Church.. :
- In1982,-Dudiey and Edith moved from -
- Ploneer- Bend to Kingscote, where™they -

enjoyved seven. years of retirement before

~Bdith died. Dudley is survived by a.sen, .
“thrée- ‘daughters, 11 grandchlldren and g
‘-many gTeat grandcmldren S



