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Bundaleer forests 
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Why a Future Strategy? 
The Mid North is regarded as the birthplace of plantation forestry in Australia. Planting commenced in 1876 and 

by 2013 around 3,400 hectares of standing plantations supported a regionally important sawmill and associated 

employment while providing a wide range of recreational opportunities. 

This changed, however, in the summer of 2013 at Bundaleer, and again in 2014 at Wirrabara when wildfire 

swept through the two key plantation areas in the Mid North, leaving just 35 percent of the plantation untouched 

by these events. 

ForestrySA manages the region’s plantations and has sought expert advice on the financial viability of 

continuing operations on what had long been debated as marginal plantation land. The public report discusses 

the issues surrounding replant, and the potential costs. 

The financial viability of the plantations, however, is not the only consideration for government and the 

community in deciding the future of the Mid North Forests following the devastation of recent wildfires.  

Alongside the burnt plantations in Wirrabara and Bundaleer are native forests and vegetation, recreational trails 

such as the Heysen Trail, heritage buildings, tourist attractions and accommodation, apiarists’ hives, grazing 

lands and the homes and businesses in the local community.  

With these, and the community concern regarding the forests’ future, it is imperative to consider alternative 

uses, ownership and land management arrangements to enable planning for the most appropriate future 

prospects.   

This Future Strategy sets out a way forward for industry, government and the community in 2015 to consider 

the future of the Mid North Forests, considering all points of view, community values and opportunities for the 

region. 

A staged process 

PIRSA is leading a process to collect information and seek views from industry and the local community to 

determine appropriate management scenarios that consider alternative land management options for forestry 

and non-forestry purposes, and ensure social and environmental values are considered. 

Steps to be undertaken as part of the strategy include: 

� Engaging with stakeholders; 

� Considering ForestrySA’s future role; 

� Gathering and evaluating information; 

� Testing the market for future management options. 
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Engaging with stakeholders – how you can be involved 

Engaging with the community, industry and other key stakeholders commenced with a public forum in October 

2014 and valuable feedback presented by the community. PIRSA has collated this and continues to gather 

other information about community values in the area, as well as seeking submissions on ideas and 

opportunities for the Mid North Forests. 

As this strategy progresses in 2015, PIRSA will be working with Regional Development Australia, and be 

facilitating discussions with stakeholders. PIRSA’s website will keep you up to date with ways you can be 

involved including during consultation in February and March 2015.  

Your contributions will be vital to ensuring the best outcome for the region and you are encouraged to make 

contact with PIRSA via details overleaf.  

Considering ForestrySA’s future management role  

A purely business as usual case is no longer an option as too much of the estate has been burnt to continue a 

sustainable log supply at the pre-fire levels. Any decision regarding the future of the Mid North Forests will need 

to consider regional economic impacts, comprising both the direct and indirect impacts on ForestrySA, the local 

sawmill and on those providing associated services and supplies.  

Gathering and evaluating information  

Sound decisions need good information.  As part of the strategy, PIRSA is seeking information that identifies 

and assesses recreational, heritage and tourism values and how they will be considered, as well as capacity of 

the land to support future plantation forestry and alternate uses, such as agriculture. 

Testing the market for future management options 

With information about areas of significant community value, land capability and opportunities for the future of 

the Mid North Forests, you are encouraged to propose ideas and options for their future management.  

Research and Discussion 

� The Mid North Forests have long been treasured for their recreational and heritage values. 

o How can the region continue to support these values into the future?  

o What is the potential for diversifying and expanding the recreational opportunities and tourism 

events in the Mid North Forests? 

� Advice to date suggests plantations in the Mid North will not be economically viable in to the future.  

o What would it take for the Mid North plantations to be competitive between now and 2037?  

o What are the risks of investing in new plantation establishment?  

o How do we minimise the risk of plantations failing due to lack of soil moisture? Further fires? 

� There would not be enough logs to supply the Jamestown Sawmill while a replanted forest grows to 

maturity. If the sawmill is to continue, logs would need to be sourced from other locations. It has been 

suggested they be sought from the Mount Lofty Ranges but this could impact on the forest industry there.  

o How do we minimise the impact of alternate supply options to the local sawmill on other forestry 

customers and other regions? 

� If some or all lands are no longer used for forestry, they will need to be managed for other purposes. This 

could create opportunities for other land uses. 

o What lands are best suited for other land uses?  

o What are those uses and how could they undergo transition from current activities? 
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Be Involved 

Enquiries can be directed to: 

Mr Rob Robinson 

General Manager, Forestry 

Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA) 

GPO Box 1671, Adelaide SA 5001 

T 08 8463 6116 

E pirsa.forestry@sa.gov.au 

W www.pir.sa.gov.au/forestry 

 

 

Disclaimer 

PIRSA and its employees do not warrant or make any representation regarding the use, or results of the use, of 

the information contained herein as regards to its correctness, accuracy, reliability and currency or otherwise. 

PIRSA and its employees expressly disclaim all liability or responsibility to any person using the information or 

advice.  
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