


REPORT.

To Hrs ExcrLrEncy THE RicaT HoNoraBLE ArGEryoy Hawrrys Tmouonp, Eart or Kintors,
Torp Favrcoxer oF Haikerrow, Lorp Kurrm or INvERURIE, 1+ Memser oF Her
Masesty's Most Howorasne Privy Councii, Exiear Grawp Cross. oF taE Most
Distingriseed OrDER 0F SainT Mricmarn awp Saint Grorcr, Govervor awp Cow- -
MANDER-IN-CHIEF IN AND OVER THE PROVINCE OF SOUTE AUSTRALIA, AND THE
DEPENDENCIES THEREOF, &c., &c., &c.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY—

1. Your Commissioners, appointed * to inguire into and consider the Morgan to Winnininnie
Vermin Fencing Bill, 1892, and to inquire into and consider the whole question of vermin
fencing,” have made careful inquiries, through witnesses and by personal inspection, as to the extent
of the damage done by vermin of different kinds, and as to the results of fencing against vermin,
wherever any experience had been obtained as to its effectiveness. To secure information they -
examined fourteen witnesses in Adelaide, and also visited the South-Fast, the Nortk-East, and the -
country west of Spencer’s Gulf, examining 106 witnesses and taking evidence wherever offered.

The Commission also visited the Western District of Vietoria to inquire into methods in use there,

2. They have ascertained that in the farming districts, and, generally speaking, within distriet -~~~
couneils, the most serious trouble experienced is with the rabbits, which destroy the crops and feed,
while the dogs are not much feared, except where sheep are kept. On the other hand, in the o
pastoral country it is the dogs which cause most loss, the rabbits, through improved methods of )

-destruction and recent droughts, being no longer dreaded, though there i3 some risk of their breed-

ing up again. . :

3. Within district councils the provisions of the Act of Parliament (478 of 1890) relating to,
loans for netting have been and are largely availed of, and with the best results. Gernerally the
present law is believed to be satisfactory, and its maintenance is desired. Certain amendments will,
however, be suggested in cur recommendations. ' .

4, Much of the trouble results from the inaction of the Government in respect of unoccupied
Crown lands. In past years very large sums have been expended by the State on vermin destruction, P
but lately the opposite course has been followed, and Crown tenants and others have had to deal N
not merely with the vermin on their holdings, but they have been also subjected to heavy loss
through being constantly restocked from neighboring unoccupied leased orfunleased lands of
the Crown. Losses of stock, and consequent diminution of products and of rents to the Crown,.
have been enormous, and wide areas of country abandoned because of vermin testify to the extent
of the evil. o ‘ S ‘

5. We have found, in dealing with pastoral lands, that it was impossible to apply.to all districts
where vermin are troublesome any general remedy. We are satisfied that a properly erected and
well maintained fence of netting and barbed wire will resist the inroads of both dogs and rabbits, .
and that the isolation of given areas alone offers auy reasonable prospect of ultimate extinctivn of o
the pest. The enclosing of all waters, too, in the dry months would do much to assist in the work.

In some districts, however, the country is rough, and watercourses abound, and rock holes and other

more or less certain supplies of water exist, and in these fencing is not the most effective method -

of protection. In such localities, according to the preponderance of the evidence, scalping alone will

prove satisfactory. The decision of the particular method suited to the conditions should be left to

local determination. - - ' . -

6. Your Commissioners approve of the immediate erection of the Morgan to Winnininnie fence
as affording a base for lessees enclosing sub-areas and thereby further protecting the country both
east and west of the Hne, but, with a view to a general settlement of the whole question, they---— -
make the following recommendations, which will meet that case with others:— ' .

(1) That the provisions of the Act providing for the loanof netting through district councils be
amended so as to require the payment of interest at the rate of & per cent. on the . {
amount of the loan unpaid. District councils should also be directed to grant the
netting to enclose whole blocks of country instead of each small holding being deali
with alone. Provision should alsobe made that persons gultivating land ocutside distric
councils may apply to the Commiissioner for and receive advances to protect their cTOpS

a8 if they were within district councils.

———
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(2)

(3)

BLEPORT OF THE VYERMIN-PROOF FENCING COMMISSION.

That the Government be emporwered to proclaim Vermin Districts outside distriet councils

from time to time, each district to be under the care of a Vermin Board, appointed
in the first place by the Government and afterwards by the ocoupiers of the land ; the *

- board to have power to levy rates not exceeding 2s. 6d. per square mile per annu, suek
" rate o be payable on the anoccupied lands of the Crown as well as upon other lands;:

each board to have power to determine, subject to a poll of ratepayers—each Tatepaye

having one vole for each fifty miles, or portion thereof, of land—whether ‘the pro-. .

coads of the rate shall be expended on scalping or fencing. In every case where the
district determines to erect fencing it may pledge its rates to the Government for a

term of years, and thereupon the Government may advance on security of the rates -

cuch sums as shall be represented with interest by such rates for the erection of the

fence ; such advauces to be repaid in equal anpual instalments extending over not more

. than ten years. : ,
That occupiers of infestod land should be required to enclose all artificial or permanent waters,

except running streams, with vermin-proof fencing, and to keep them closed during the .

cummer months between sunset and sunrise. ~ e

(4) That the Rabbit Suppression Act chould be amended in the direction of giving shqrtar )

(5) Th

(6) Your Commissioners desire to represent that the matter with which they have ded
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notice to destroy vermin.

2t Jessees of the Crown should be compelled to carry out auy conditions of their leases

as to the destruction of vermin or erection of vermin-preof femcing.

urgent, and should be attended to without delay.

A. A. KIRKPATRICK.
EBENEZER WARD.
T. PLAYFORD. '
JOHN MOULE. -
JOEN J. OSMAN.
J. W. WHITE.
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F. W-HOLDER, Chairman. .

J. H. HOWE.
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a e s g
His Excellency the RicaT Hovorabre Arcerrwoy Hawkins THOMOND, Barrn . L
Sourn ATUSTRALIA. or K1¥ToRE, Lorp FarcoNer oF HarxwrroN, Lorp Krirm oF :
InveEzvrie, 4 Member of Her Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Councl,
e - Enight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael
(L.8.) : and Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
Province of South Ausiralia and the Dependencies thergof, &¢., &c., &c. |

To the Honorable Jamms Hewperson Hows, M.P.- {Commissioner of Crown Lands); “the
Honorable Anpeew Arrxanper Kizxearrick, M.L.C.; the Honorable EBeNEzsE
Warp, M.L.C.; the Honorable Tmomas Pravrorp, M.P.; Frrorrick WII.LI';}RE".-
Horprr, Esquire, M.P.; Jomxy MourE, Esquire, M.P.; Jomw James Osmaw, Esqmre,”
M.P.; and James WHARTON WHITE, Esquire, M.P.—Greeting: =~ "

Kinrors. -

. . . £

Kxow Y& that I, relying on your prudence and fidelity, have appointed you, and by these presents do

give unto you, or any three or more of you, full power and authority diligently to inquire inlo and considet
the * Morgan to Winnininnie Vermin Fencing Bill, 18932,” and to inquire into and comsider the whole -

“question of vermin fencing. And for the purposes aforesaid to examine and re-examine, vive woce or in

writing, or both viva voce and in writing, all witnesses who shall attend before you to give evidence on the

matter teferred to you, and to call for all writings, books, and documents necessary for carrying on the

; said inquiry. And I give to you, or to any three or more of you, full power and authority to do all such ether

/L’ acts and things as may be necessary and which may be lawfully done for the due execution hereof. And I

require you, without delay, to report to me the result of your inquiries in the matterp aforesaid. . - - .~
Given under my hand and the public seal of the province aforesaid, this eighth da

'+, February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and mninety:three,

h ixth year of Her Majesty's 1 N o

o R ‘- By

B e

'INO. ‘W.: DOWNER, Chief. Secretary.

¥

Recorded in fhe Register of Commissions, Letters Patent,r V&c.,r Voi. VI. . - -
L. H. SHOLL, Under Secretary.
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APPENDICES.

A

REPORTS AND EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF VERMIN INSPECTORS FROM
JANUARY, 1892, TO DATE.
. Erudina, February 13th, 1892.

8ir—I havae the hanor to report having, in accordance with your instructions of 28th ultimo, inspected the lands held under
pastoral leases Nos. 47, 4B, and 32, by the Willowie Land and Pastoral Company, with regard to their infestment by rabbits, and .
the action taker by the lessees for their destruetion under conditions of their leases. . -

I find that rabbits are exceedingly numerous, and have increased in a most rapid and marked manner during the last two years,
and no effectual or sustained ection has been taken by the lessees for their eradieation. &

At the time of my inspection a party of two men were emplaoyed rabbiting on pastoral leade No. 48, and were camped at the
ten-mile well. Their efforts were confined to poisoning by means of sandalwood and other twigs. On P.L:Noi-47 two men had
been engaged poisoning rabbits in the Limestone Swamp, but were poid off about a fortnight previous to my visit, although rabbits
are gtill exceedingly numerons. On P.L. No. 52 a few blacks had been employed, and were paid 1d. per scalp; but I believe this
only obtained for rabbits destroyed in the Horse and House paddocks, and at the time of my inspection, althongh rabbits are very
numerous, no action was being taken for their eradication. . 1 have, &c.,

The Surveyer-General. - . G. A. BECEER.

[Extract from 8.G.0., 610/91.] .

Mr. Hiibbe reparts (under date January 18th, 1892):—' Rebbits numerous cn lands extending from eighth to fourteenth mile-"" *" 7 7 7 77 T
post, both sides of mair road, hundred of Caroline. No action. Some paddocks netfed, but netting useless, being out of repair.”

. List prepazed from above in Land Office.

HMisesllaneous Leatea—No. 278, sec. 406, Thos, Vause, West Haddon, Mt. Gambier; No. 487, sec. 153, Thoa. Vause, West
Haddon, Mt. Gambier; No. 277, secs. 381/4, 387/91, 407, Chas. Clark, farmer, Caroline, Wye.

Perpetual Learss—WNo. 1119, P.R. secs. 244/9, 2537/8, 261/5, 267/9, F. R. Elintworth, contractor, Pt. MacDonrell; Ne. 7,
secs. 370/3, 530/7, Thos. Donoven, farmer, Wye; No. 8, secs. 493/006, 489/02, 507/10, 265, 460/3, 472, 511/16, 456/0, 464/5,
470/1, 517/22, Samuel Earle, farmer, Caroline, Wye. ) :

Notices sent—R. B.L.--18/2/92, ¥

Hawker, February 23rd, 1892,

Sir—1I have the honor to report having, in accordance with your instructions of January 28th, inspected thelands held under
postorzl lease No. 76 by Mr. J. Maslin, and known as Wilpens run, with regard to the action taken by the lessee for the destrue-
tion of rabbits. . :

I fizd this run to be badly infested with rabhits, especially so in the eastern portions, viz., Nob (bk. [28), Artipena (bk. 129),
Balt Creek (bk. 130), Martin’s Well (bk. 130}, Price’s Nob (bk. 131), Alwaldina (bk. 131}, and Yadnapunda (bk. 132) paddocks,
where, in and along the banks of every creel and watercourse, rabbits and their traces are exeeedingly mumerous ; in faet, from
the marked and rapid increase in the numbers of the pest since my last inspection, in April last year, no furthar svidence is
necessary to prove that the lessee has not complied with the conditions of his leass with regard to the destruction of rabbita. I
may point out here that section 39 of the Vermin-proof Fencing Act of 1893 (476 of 1880) constitutes this primd faciz evidence
under which the lessee is liakle to conviction and fine. . . R

At the time of my inspection six men wera employed destroying the pest by means of sandalwood and other poisoned twi
They were then camped at Martin’s Well. Their appliances were of the crudest, nor were their efforts carriad out either in
organised, systematic, or energetic manner, and, it is needless to say, had not been attended with aoy great snccess.

Before leaving the run I proceeded to Wilpena H.8. and interviewed Mr. McNeil, manager for Mr. J. Maslin, who assures
me that he has orders from his employer to leave the ordinary station work alone and put on all handa rabhiting; but even tha
is not sufficient, as in these days of economy and retrenchment a run of nearly 800 square miles is now worked by nine or tem -
men, including the manager. Thatis of conrse where natural aurface waters abound, as in the present instance; and how one man - -
to a hundred square miles of badly Infested country, working in a haphazard and unsystematic manner, is to effect any real or
permanent goad where, on account of the very ease with which the stock can be worked through the existence of the surface
waters, the difficulties in effectually clearing rabbits are trebled, is a problem of which the absurdity appears on the face of it.

In fact if some severs examples are not made lessees will not spend & penny in the eradication of rabbits, and the whole of ..
the province will very saon become one vast rabbit warren. The northerr portion of this distriet is & most siriking example of
the great vitality and fecundity of the pest. Places where five vears ago rabbits were unheard of, and whera three years ago they -
wera very scarce and patchy, are now heavily infested, while the carrying capacity of the land is seriously injured through the '.'
destruction of the forage bushes by the pest. : I bave, &o., .

The Surveyor-Genaral. : G, A, BECKER.———— e

Hundred of Arkaba, February 28th, 1892,

Sir—Aas raquested in your letter of 28th ultimo, [ have mads an irspection of the following pastoral blocks, and have the honor
to report as follows:—Bleck No. 69, Rose Tennant, lessee: block Nos. 63 and 64, J. Bosworth, lessee; blocks Nos. 33, 56, and 66,—— -
H. & F. Rymill, lessees ; blocks Nos. 58 and 53, Wm. Harris, lessee; block No. 62, Mrs. Besworth, lessee.

In each of the above instances the lessees have been taking action during the last two or three months to destroy the rabbits )
on their respective blocks by the use of poisored sandalwood {wigs or peisoned water, end such good and effective work has been - v
done that the pest has been reduced very considerably,and places which were very badly infested a few months sgo are now almost
clear.

On block 53 rabbits are still numerous at Johnson’s Dam, the Melang Well, and Orana Well; but poisoning is now being cerried
on at the latter place, and extra men are to be employed at once to carry on the work of destruction at the other above-mentioned
places. Very good work has heen dons on block 56, and the country surrounding the station has been nearly cleared ; but, as the
rabbits ara now concentrating at all the waters, they are easily destroyed, and the poisoned twigs are countinnally being laid at all
the surface waters snd wells and along the tracks. : -

-On blocks 80 and 63, which were very badly infested during the winter months, excellent work has been done, and
country is rapidly being cleared of the pest. Lo e L
On blocﬂ 59, which was also in & very bad state & short time back, action haa been taken since December, and the )

continually reduced in numbers, and the work of destruction is still being carried on. o - 7. .
" Block 64.—In the Saltia paddock a great number of rabbits have been destroyed by the use of poiscned sandelwood and wat
and the Woolshed paddeck, in which the pest is nowhere numerous, is to ba gone over this \:v'eek. )

B—No. 59. -
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. comprised in blocks Nos. 129/133, and held under pastoral lease No. 76 by John Maslin, with regard to the action taken by him
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On blocks 62 and 63 goad work has been done, and the rabbits are now scarce in comparison to what they were in September .: -
and October last. . ) L " ‘

Work is still going on on all these blocks, and, owing to the dry season and the combined actien taken by the lessees, the pest
is rapidly being destroyed, and in a short time, if the weather keeps dry, the whole of this country will be practically free from
Tabbits. have, &c.,

The Surveyor-General. G. T. HATLLETT.

leigh's Creek, April lst, 1892,
Sir—T have the honor to report having, in accordance with your instructions of January 28th, inspected pastoval lesses Nos.
53, 56, and 57, held by the Willowie Land and Pastoral Company, with regard to their infestment by rabbits and the action - -
taken by the lessees for their eradication. e e
1 hear that, sicce my last report to you, on part of the compsry's leased lands in this district two mors men haye been senf
out to desiroy the rabbits on the Limestone Swamp, but on the leases above mentioned no action of any kind is being taken. Oxn
atcoant of the green feed which has sprung up since the late rains rabbits have spread out again from the creeks and water- -~
conrses, and are consequently more difficult to find, although their numbers have not been in any way reduced. -
Leaving the Willowie Land and Pastorsl Company’s leases, en roufe to pastoral leases Nos. 72, 73, I procesded through
Baleanoona, held under P.L. No. 61, by Mr. G Nottle. Green feed being abundant, poisoning operations have been discontinned
ps useless by that gentleman. He, however, with his neighbar (Mr. McTaggart, of P.L. No. 65), has about forty blacks scalping
in the Nepowie Creek and country. This action, although not of a permazent charavter, on account of the lazy nature and
wandering habits of the blarks, is still a great deal better than nothing. .
Leaving Wooltans; and. procseding throngh Parallana, P.L. Noa. 68 and 67, held by the Hon. G. C. Hawker, I found that
2d. per scalp was being paid to all white men on the station and any others who might wish to undertake the work. I met one of
these men at Pepegoona Springs, who wes leaving on aecount of not being eble to make wages at the price offered. Two other -
men, G, and E. Faber, camped at the Hamilton, are doing well for themsslves, as also are two others camped at Poontingh.- -
Although I cannot say any permanent good will be derived from scalping cperations beyond reducihg the numbers of the pestdin
plsces, still it shows that, in spite of green feed rendering wholesale poisoning and trapping measures of no effect, the lessen.is
willing to make an effort to destroy the pest. ’ -
" Op P.L. Nos.71/3, held by Mr. N. B, Phillipson on bekalf of the Beltana Land and Pastora! Co., rabbits are very numercus,.-
and are found in every creek and watercourse on the Murnpeowia and Blanchwater run. B
o systematic action is being taken for the destraction of the pest —in fact no action of any kind with that end in view is
being carried ouf on any of the leases above enumerated. - N .
Mr. Lander, the overseer at Blanchwater, showed me about 2,000 rabbits (scalps ) which were obtained by blacks, who are .-
paid threepence (3.} per dozen for them. Two carts with appliances for poisoning were also at the station; and I was informed
that seven men were brought up from town to form rabbit parties on the run, but were stopped work, or rather did not start at &ll, -
on account of rain falling and bringing up green feed. ’ ’ :
Mt. Lyndhurst Eeld under P.L. Nos. 63, 68, 69, 70, by Mr. N. E. Phillipson, ou behalf of the Beltana Land and Pastoral.Co. . .. .
Rabhits are numerons on these leases, in the ‘trecks and watercourses, and a very little energetic work would soon clearthe -
tand of this pest, as tke hills and stony tablelands are virtually clear. - -
No action was being taken at the time of my inspection, and rabbits have increased since my last visit,
L I i::Gﬂlled on Mr. McDonald, the manager at Mt. Lyndhurst, who assured me he had men rabbitiig at Mt. Freeling and at
ower Gap. v Co Tl e
T could not sve or hiear of any work heing done in the shape of Tabbit destraction at or near Mt Fresling, and at Lower Gap,
where Mr. McDonald assured me had two warking, I conld find no signs of any work being done. - AT
From inquiries, I learned that two men had been employed rebbiting there, but for the week only, and were then peid off -by
Mr. MeDonald, on account of the rain having fallen; this is fully six weeks zgo, as I found ous when I-interviewed both of
these men, Messrs. C. and C. H. Crump. :
This deliberate falsehood and misrepresentation on the part of the manager elearly shows thatitianot the intention of thelessee .~
to carry out the covenants of his lease with ragard to the destruction of rabhits, and clearly demonstrates that the only reason for =
incurring expense s to hoodwink the inspectors. - S
1 have noticed the same wilful neglact in all leases of the Beltana Land and Pastoral Ca. that T have examined. Repeated
notices zud warnings have beea given them, of which no further notice has been taken than an acknowledgment and promise of
speedy and effectual action. Thers the matter rests until ancther and yet another inspection is made; end, in the meantime,
zabbifs breed and spread rapidly, seriously damaging the carrying eapacity and reducing the value of the leases.
It seema incredible that six years 2go rabbits were unknown in this country, and that since then they have not only become
numerous here, but spread to the Coopsr and the, Queensland boundary, simply on account of shortsightad policy of lessees who
have not the honesty to carry out the covenants of their leases, whose one object is to make as much out of the land in as short &
time ard with as Little expense to themselves as possible. I have, &e., C
The Surveyor- General. . g ) . "G, A, BECEER.

s s e
IEERENN

, o : . : : . Angorigina,April 16th, 1892.
Sir—T have the honor to report having, in accordance with your instructions of January 28th, ingpectéd pastoral lesses Nos
80/3, held by Messrs. W, A, Ferguson and A. Tennant, and known as Mooloaleo run, with regard to theaction taken by-the.’
lessees for the destrnction of rabbits, in aceordance with the conditions of their leases. ’ SR

I find that since my inspection in December last rabbits have heen greatly reduced in numbers, only a few straggling animals, “
being seen where previously they had been very numercus.

"The lessees ara now doing their utmost to destroy the pest. Poisoned sandalwood twigs have been, and are being, freely
distribrted all over the run with the best results, owing to the dryness of the country and the scarcity of feed. The underwood,
{allen debris, and other rubbish in the creeks has been burned, thus destroying the shelter for the pest. C

Blacks ars employed hunting the rebbits; and all kangarocers desircus of permission to shoot over this run in the coming
geason have to pay 100 rabbit scalps for the privilege. These measures should now keep the rus fairly clear of rabbits, as the
great bulk of them hava been destroyed by poisonizg. . I have, &c.,

The Surveyor-General. . - G. A, BECEER. . _ _ .

. Angorigica, April 198th, 1592,

Sir—I have the honor to report having inspected Angorigina run, held by Mr. W. T. Mortlock under pastoral lease No, 51,
with regard to its infestment by rabbits, and the action taken by the lesses for their destruction in compliance with the covenants™
of his lease. : :

I £nd that tabbits have been very numerous on these lands, but thet owing to the epergetic manner in whieh pcisoning
aperations have been carried out and are still being carried out by the manager, Mr, White, they are now very scarce ahd scattered.

Fhres men with horses and drays are constantly distributing sandalwood twigs and leaves poisoned with strychnine, and owing. .. -
to the scarcity of the feed and dryness of the season these operations have been most aa.tisfactoryI. ) & ‘

ave, &e.,

To the Surveyor-General. . o ~GoAL BECKER. ...

) " Curnamons, May 2nd, 1892,
Sir—I have the honor to repert having (acting wnder your instructions of April 12th, R., 117/92) reinspectéd Wilpena rum;

for the destruction of rabbits existing on the lands held under above-mentioned leage; 5 .oyt 0l IR
+ T find that since my last inspection little action has been taken to destroy the pest, although -the conditions of botk e %
and country are most favorable for the destruction of rabbits by means of poisoned twigs. - - : BRI



MINUTES OF ' PROCEEDINGS.

Monday, February 1_3157:, 18935.

[ At Parliament Housé.]
Present—

Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P. Mr, Moule, M.P.
Hon. J. H. Howe, M.P. Mr., White, M.P.
Hon. A, A. Eirkpatrick, M.L.C, Mr. Osman, M.P.
Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C. | R

*«

Mr. Holder was elected chairman. - =

Mr. L. L. Furner was appointed as secretary at a Temuneration of £3 3s. per week, and £1 per page.

It was decided to meet on Friday, February 24th, at 230 p.m., at Parliament House,
Witnesses for examination—The Surveyor- General Messrs. P. ’Waxte and W. B. Sells.

Confirmed, February 24th, 1893.

Friday, February 24th, 1893,
[At Parliament House.]

" Present— .
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P,, in the chair.
Mr. Moule, M.P. Hon. J. H. Howe, M.P.
Mr. Osman, M.P. Hon. T. Playford, ML.P.
Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. . Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C.

Mr. White, M.P.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

The secretary was instructed to procure copies of the Vermin Fencing Act, and the Reports of the

Vermin Inspectors for the use of the Commission.
Mr. G. W. Goyder, Surveyor-General, was called In and examined.

!
The Commission decided to meet on Monday, February 27th, and on Wednesday, March 1st,at 2 p m.
Witnesses for examination on Monday-—~Messrs. P. Walte and W B. Sells; ‘and for ' Wednésday:

- Messrs, Duffield, Jas. Shakes, and Thos. Warnes
: The Commmsmn adJonIned ‘

Mbnday, February 27¢th, 1893,
[At Parliament House.]

Present---
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair. -~
Hon: J. H. Howe, P | Mr. J. Moule, M.P.

Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C. Mr. J. J. Osman, M.P.

Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

P

Attention having been drawn to the fact that reporters were in attendance, it was resolved—That the

meetings cf the Commission be open to the press during the taking of evidence.

\1r W. B. Sells wrote informing the Comrmssmn that he was unable to attend as requested The

secretary was instructed to arrange for Mr. Sells to give evidence on Wednesday next.
_ The secretary was ‘instructed to write to the Surveyor-Genergl requesting that any of the yermin:
‘inspectors who may be coming to Adelaide should communicate with, the Com.uussmn

Mesars. T. Duffield and P. Walte were called in and exammed
The Commission ad;oumed
tnesses for ammatm
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Wednesday, March 15, 1893, , e
[At Parament House. ] '

Present—
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P,, in the chair.
Mr. J. Moule, M.P. Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C.
Homn. A. A, Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. Mr. J J OSman,\IP

Hon. J. H. Howe, M.P, : X

The Hon. E. Weard gave notice that he would move at the next meetmg of the Commlssmn—That the
motion permitting the reprasentatives of the press to be present during the taking of evidence be reeinded.

Letter from Mr. E. P. G. Oswald, offering to give evidence before the Commission, read. The secretary
was instructed to inform Mr. Oswald that it was the intention of the Commission to ns1t Port meoln when
they would be pleased to receive his evidence. e e

Messrs. W. B. Sells, James Shakes, and Thomas Warnes were called in, and gave ewdence

The Chairman ha.vmcr heen called away, Mr. Moule presided during the examination of witnesses.

It was resolved that the Commission meet on Tuesday and Wednesday, March 7th and Bth, at 2-30.
Witnesses for etammatmn—'l‘uesday, Messrs. Wade and Mills; and Wednesday, Mr. Cockrum a.nd one or
more of the rabbit inspectors. y

The Commission adjourned. “a

-

Tuesday, March 7_M, 1893.
[At Parliament House.]

Present—
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair. o
Hon. T. Playford, M.P. Mr. J. W. White, M.P. R

Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C. Hon. A. A, Kirkpatrick, M.L.C.
Mr. Moule, M.P. )

The minutes of meetings held February 27th and March 1st, were read and confirmed.

Correspondence —Letters from Mr, H. W, Morphett, referred by the Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands;
and from Messrs H. H. Higgins and T. Partridge, refered to the Commission by Mr. Moule, M.F., urgmg ,
the necessity of the Commission sitting at Port Aucrusta were Tead. The Secretary was instructed to inform
them that it was the intention of the Commission to visit various parts of the country, of which’due notice
would be given. e

From Mr. Coekrum, stating that he would be unable to attend to give evidence on March 8th. .

From the Surveyor- Genela.l stating that he had arranged for Mesars. 8. G. Hiibbe and G. A. Becker to
give evidence before the Cormmsswn )

Messrs. W. Hamilton and 8. Mills were called in and gave evidence.

The Commission adjourned to Wednesday, March 8th, at 2:30,

e . Wednesday; Mareh 8, 1893
’ [At Parliament House.]

Present-f-
) Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P., m the chalr.
Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C. Mr. J. Moule, M.P. y
Hon. A. A. Ku'kpatnck M.L.C. Mr, J. W. White, M.P.

Letter from the Surveyor-General informing the Commission that Mr. Hiibbe would arrive in Adela}r’f
‘on Baturday next.
"It was resolved that the Commission meet on Tuesday, March 14th, at 2:30 p.m. to take Mr Hub(
evidence, and on rising do adjourn to a date to be fixed by the chairman. -
Mr. G. A. Becker was called in and gave evidence.
The Commission adjourned.

Tuesday, March 14th, 1893,
[At Parliament House.]
. Present—
Mr. F. W. Holder, M P in the chan‘.

"Hox., T. Playford, M.P. CME T W, White, M
Hon. A. A. Krikpatrick, M.L. C
Hon! B Ward, ML.C. = %

The minutes of meetings held March 7th and 8th were read and conﬁrmed
Correspondence —Letter from Mr. H. C. Sims, of Terowis, accompanying model of dam 5 refe
Commlssmn by the Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands ’




:.%  The Commission inspected some of the vermin-infested country in the newhborhood of “Millice

.1KTNUTQE.S' OF -PROCEEDINGS OF THE VERMIN-PROOF FENCING- COMMISSION.

. The Sécretary wis instrucied to- thask Mr. Sims fot the information afforded, and to miorm_hxm
Vthe Commission would be plessed to take his evidence on the guestion.

Letter from Mesars. Malpas & Little, advising the receipt ot‘ machines for constructlng wire fenemg, and -
inviting the Commission to inspect same, s

Secretary to inform Messrs. Malpas & Little that the Commission would be pleaeed to do so at a  later

date.
Mr. 8. G. Hibbe was called in and gave evidence. o
The Commission adjourned until a date to be fixed by the Ch;urman o

-

Thursday, April 20£h, 1893.
[At Parliament House. J
Mr. F.W, Holder, M.P., in the chair.

Hon. T. Playford, M.P. Hon. A. A, Ku'kpatnck M.L.C.
Mr. J. W. White, M.P. Hon. B. Ward, M.L.C.
Mr. J. Moule, M. P )
The minutes of the last meeting were read and conﬁrmed 3

Con‘eepondence Received.—Letter from A. H. Inksler, dated April Gth requestmg that the Cormmssmu
should visit Elliston.

Letter from J. L. Higgins, dated April 2nd; suggestions. From the Hon. Commissioner of Public
Works (docket No. 235), covering letter from W. H, Patterson suggestlons for fencing.

Letters from N. A. Rlehardqon, dated March 15th and Apnl 12th, re conveyance. IFrom H. H. Higgins,
dated April 8th; suggestions. From the Hon.-Commissioner of Crown Lands (docket No. 2002), covermg
statement from the Surveyor-General showing rental received from pastoral lands.

Telegram from Mr. J. J. Osman, dated Apnl 19th; suggestions for South-Fastern mspechon by .
Commission. e

Letter from the Surveyor—General dated April 18th enclosmﬂ' Inspector Hiibbe's d.lary From Surveyor-
General, dated April 20th, accompanying plans for use of the Commission. .

Letter from T. Partndge, dated Apnl 15th; information and suggestions.-

The following programme for the mspectlon of the country by the Commission was declded on, viz. :—

To leave Adelaide on Monday, April 24th, at 3:30 p.m., for Dimboola, thence Proceed.mcr to Naracoorte,-

.Millicent, Mount Gambier, and Bordertown.

To leave Adelaide again on Monday, May 8th, for Morgan, Braemar, 'Wmmnmnle, Terome, Port.
Augusta, Coroona, Non.mng, Thurlga, Yardea, Paney‘, Ka.rcultah}, Streaky Bay, Elliston, Shennga, Port
Lineoln, Lipson, Cleve, and Cowell.

The secretary was instructed to advertise the programme, and invite the attendance of witnesses.

Mr. J. J. McKay was called in and examined, .

The Commission adjourned. ’

Mexo.—The Commission left Adelaide for the South-East on Monday, April 24th. v
‘ i

Tuesday, April 25k, 1893
[Nhﬂl Shire Hall'.]

Pregsent—
Mr. ¥. 'W. Holder, M.P., in the chair.
Hon. ¥, Ward, M.L.C. Hon. A. A Kirkpatrick, M.L.C.
Mr. J. W. White, M.P. Mr. J. J. Osman.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
The Chairman reported that an alteration” had been ma.de in the pmgramme agreed to at the 1a.st_,.‘. et o
meeting, by substituting Nhill for Dimboola. :
The following witnesses were examined—Mu. Thomas Boyle, Inspector under the Western Vermm
Board of Vietoria; Mr. Jaumes Mussen, Secretary to the Lowan Shn‘e Councﬂ and Mr. John Walker
The Commlssxon adjourned. . o S e e

- Thursday, April 2Tth, 1593,
[At Distriet Council Office, Mﬂhcent :|
Present— : .

« Mr., F. W. Holder, MP rin the ehau'

Hon. A A, Klrkpatm:k ML
-Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C.

The minutes of the last méeting were réad dnd- coffirmied;

5—No., 69.
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The following witnesses were called in and gave evidence :—Mr. G D E. Plunkett (Glerk of. the Dmtnct
Couneils of Maywrra and Mount Muirhead), Mr. Thomas MeCourt,. Mr. Richard @. Millhouge, Mr. Ernest
Barker, Mr. Wiiliam Sutherland (Chairman of Kenmon Distriet Councﬂ), Messrs. Peter’ Sutherland A, E.
Bellinger, and Michael Hogan. .

The Commission adjourned.

Thursday, April 27th, 1893,
[At Mount Gambier.]

Present—
Mr. F. W, Holder, M.P. in the chair. -~ B
Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. : Mr. J. J. Osman. - -
Mr. J. W. White, M.P. Hon. B. Ward, M.L.C.

Tt was resolved that the Commission should visit the Punt with a view of inspecting the country to. the

east of Mount Gambier.
Mr. James Pick was called in and examined. .
The Commission adjourned. - .

Friday, April 28th, 1893,
[At Mount Gam'bi‘er.]

o Present— e
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair. ' /.
Mr. J. W, White, M.P. Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C.
Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.1.C. : Mr. J.J. Osman. - '

The minutes of the two previous meetings were read and eonfirmed.

The following witnesses were called in and examined :—Mr. Jno. Livingston, of Burrungal and Mr F
- Davison, mayor of Mount Gambier.

The Commission adjourned.

Saturday, April 2944, 1893.
[At Naracocrte. ]
Present—
Mr. J. W, White, M.P., in the chau‘.
Hon. A. A, Kirkpatrick, MLC R Mr. J. J. Osman.
Hon.-E. Ward, M.L.C. - - ' '

The minntes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The following witniesses were called in-and gave evidence -—-Messrs 3. P D. Laurie, J.

R. P, Boucaut, A, H, Peake, and Thos. McMahon.
The Commission adjourned,

e el L Monday, May Let, 1893,

[At Bordertown. ]
Present— )
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair. - e
Mr. J. J. Osman, | Hon. A. A Kukpatnck MLC

The following witnesses were called in and examined :—Messra. John Rankine, Gilbert Fergusson,
Fred, Wm. Barreti, J. A. Rohde, David Stoddart, William Robertson, Michael Whelan, Thomas B. McCarthy, .
and William Killmier.

The Commission adjourned.

- S U

Mgnq.fTﬁe_k Commission retuined to Adelaide on Tuesday, May 2nd,



' MINUTES OF FPROCEEDINGS OF THE VERMIN-PROOF FENCING COMMISSION

Monday, May 8th, 1893.
[At Morga.h.]
Present—
Mr. J. W, VVhlte, M.P., in the chair.
Hon. A, A. Klrkpatnck M.L.C. | Mr. J. J. Osman.

The followiag witnesses were called in and examined :—Maessrs. John Hogan, John Farley, . H. Pearse,
Joseph Morphett, John Pendle, John Melntyre, John Fredrick Jericho, BenJamm Warwick, William
Matthlas, James Thomas (ibbs, C. F. W. Pfitzner, and J. G. Ruediger. o i

The Commission adjourned.

Tuesday, May 9th, 1893.
[At Koomooloo. ]
Present— _
Mr, J. W. White, M.P, in the chair,
Horn. A. A. Kirkpatrick. M.L.C. | Mr.J. J. Osman. : "
The following witnesses were called in and examined : —Messrs. John Pens, Henry Brand, H A, Byles,
James Bald, Henry Schuyler, and Thomas Warnes.
The Commission adjourned.

Tuesday, May 9th, 1893, .
I:.A.t Braemar.] S e e e —— - am e dvmre e me e s ..I.
Present—

. Mr. J. W. White, M.P,, in the chair,
7 Hon. A. A. Kukpatnck M.L.C. ] Mr. 3. J. Osman :
The following witnesses were called in and examined ;—Messrs. John E. Pick, James M McBnde,
Andrew Smith, Robert James McBride, Charles Dunemann, and William Henry Helford.- s
The Commission adjourned.

Wednesday, May 10tk 1893,
(At Yunta.}
Present—
Mr. J. W. White, M.P., in the chair, I
Hon, A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. | Mr. J.-J. OBman."

. The following witnesses were called in' and examined:
Growden, Hugh Patterson- MacLachhn, and A McGregor Dey
- The Comm:lssmn ad_]ourned ‘ :

Saturday, May 13th, 1893.
[At Port Augusta.]

Present—
‘Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P., in the cha_1_1_-____ L - i L
‘Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C : Hon. A. A. Ku-kpatnck M.L.C. ‘
Mr. J. W. White, M.P. Mr. J. J. Osman.

The following witnesses were called in and emmmed -—Messrs J ohn Brennan and Stephen anley
The Commission adjourned, T T e e RN

Saturday, Muay 13th, 1893,
.[At Pandura.]
Presentf—-

The fnllowmu Witness was examined
_The Commssmon adjourned.
Ko. 69.
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- Saturday, May 13th, 1893,

" [At Cazoend.]
Present—
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair.

Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C: . - Hon: A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C.
- Mr, J. W. White, M.P. ' I Mr. . J. Osman. )
The following witnesses were called in and examined : —Messrs. Hurtle Wﬂloughby Morphett a.nd

Hugh Sutherland.
The Commission a.d:goumed

Monday, May 15th, 1893, ) o : EN
[At Nonning.] . ' T
Present—
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P,, in the chau'
Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. Hon, E. Ward, M.L.C. -
Mr. J VV \Vhlte,MP Mr. J. J. Osman

The Commission adjourned.

Mondeay, May 1544, 1893,

[At Thurlga.]
- Present— Tt e
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair.
Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. * Mr. J. W, White, M.E. Lo L
Hon, E. Ward, M.L.C. : Mr.J. J. Osman. . L analin

The following witnesses were called i in and examined i—Dlessrs. Edward Bewss, John C]le]_) Hamp, a.nd

Archibald Bevisa.
The Commission ad;oumed

- Tuesday, May 16¢h, 1893,

[At Yardes.]
Present—
Mr. F. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair.
Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. " Mr.J. J. Qsman .

Mr W Whlte, M.P. Hon. E. Wa.rd M. L C

- Gra.wforc'i :
The Commlsslon adjoumed

Tuesday, May 1644, 1893, -
[At Paney.] - N
Present— .
Mr. F. W. Halder, M.P,, in the chau'

Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L:C. - - . ... Mr.J.W. White, , M.P.
Mr. J. J. Osman Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C.

B
The following witnesses were called in and examined: —Messrs W. M, McKenzie and A. G. Thompson ﬁ;
The Commission adjourned. . §

Wednesday, May 17th, 1893.
C I ' , (At Karcultaby.]
o " ' Present—
Mr. F . Holder, M P, in f‘,he chair.’

The fo'llowmg

: Lrawford
The Comn:ussmn ad;oumed

o
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Thursday, May 18th, 1893.
[At Streaky -Bay.]

| Present—
L Mr. FW, Hoideg in the chair. :
Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C. Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C.
Mr. J. W. White, MP. Mr. J. J. Osman. e

. Mr. Mudge, the contractor for the conveyance of the Commission from Strezky Bay to -Elliston, having
informed the Commission that Elliston could not be reached until 10 o'clock on Friday evening, being two
hours after the advertised time, a discussion ensued as to the desirableness of breaking the journey. o

It was proposed by Mr. White and seconded by the Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick—That the Commission.
proceed direct to Elliston on Friday as arranged. Carried.

In response to the desire of the Chairman, who was unable to accompany the Commission further, Mr..
White was appointed to preside at the meetings of the Commission during the Chairman’s absence.

It was resolved that the Commission should leave Adelaide on Wednesday, May 3lst, taking evidence at’
Terowie at 2-30 p.m. the same day, and at Nackara on Thursday, June 1st, at 12 noon, proceeding thence to
Cockburn and the Mutooroo district, and returning to Adelaide on Saturday, June 3rd.

The Secretary was instrueted to make the necessary arrangements. '

The following witnesses were called in and examined :—Messrs. William, Henry Betts, George Henry

._Pearce, and William Thomas Hewison. . -

The Commission adjourned. : '

Friday, May 19¢h, 1893,

’ _ [At Elliston, ] _
P ‘ ) . Present— - ' ' P
Mr. J. W. White, M.P., in the chair.
Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. > Mr. J. J. Osman.

Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C. .

3 The following witnesses were called in and examined :-—Messrs. Andrew Scott, John Dennison, Antom

’ Wiadrowski, George Gregory Hawson, Daniel Robert Myers, James H. Crowe, and William Gunn.
The Commission adjourned. -

Saturday, May 20th, 1893.
[At Sheringa. |
Present—
Mr. I, W. White, M.P., in the chair. - i

i

Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. Mgz J.J. Osman.

L The following witnesses were called in and examined :—M
" and Walter Laidlaw, - = T e C
The Commission adjourned.

éési‘s._ George G. Wollaston, David CDea,rman

Monday, May 22nd, 1898.
[At Port Lincoln.]
Present—

Mr. J. J. Osman. Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C.
Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C.

_ Hzeigh, and E. P. G. Oswald.
L' The Commission adjourned.

Tuesday, May 23rd, 1893.-
. [At Lipson.} ; .
_ Present—,

‘Hon. B Fard, MLC. | 22750
Hon. A. A. Kirkpatriek, M.L.C. :
The following witnesses were called in and examined i——Maessr
The Commission adjourned. R :
., No. 89

s.F. J, Provis and C. W. Dy

N
L

Hon. E. Ward, MLC. - e

s Mr. J. W. White, M.P,, inthe chaiv. . _. . - ..l o

The following witnesses were called in and: examined ;:—Messrs. James Telfer, E, D. Swaffer, William
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Wednesday, May 24th, 1893.

[At Cleve.] -
Present-— 7
Mr. J. W. White, M.P., in the chair.
Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C. My, J. J. Osman.

Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C.

The following witnesses were called in and examined :—Messrs, James Angus Foulds, Heury Georo-e
Evans. and William Forbes. L e e .
The Commission adjourned, :

- Thursday, May 25tk, 1893, - - - : - SR
[At Franklin Harbor.] )
Present—
Mr. J. W. White, M.P., in the chair.
Hon. BE. Ward, M.1..C. Hon.-A. A. Kirkpatriek, M.L. C . e
Mr. J. J. Osman. ' : : ,;;:7;,.

-

The following witnesses were called in and examined :-—Messrs. James "\.[elrose, Edwm Wa.ke, Wdham
Jacobs, David McKenme and H. S. Robinson.

‘It he Commission adjourned.

Mexmo,—The Commission returned to Adelaide on Saterday, May 27th, leavmg again for Terowxe on
Wednesdav, May 31st.

Wednesday, May 31st, 1893, o . )
[At Terowie.] ' ‘
Present— ) E
Mr. J. W. Whité; M. P, in the cha.lr ‘ !

ch A. A, Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. Hon. E. Ward, M.1..C,
Mr. J. J. Osman. .

The following witnesses were called in and examined :—Frederick Adams, W. Harding, and H. C. Sims.

Mr. Osman proposed and Mr. Ward seconded—* That the thanks of the Commission be tendered to
Mr, Sims for the practical assistance rendered to the Commission by the loan of his model and plap.”’—
Carried.

The Commission adjourned.’

B o Tﬁm;adaj, June 1st, 1893,

[At Nackara.] | i
Présent—
Mr. J. W. White, M.P., in the eha;r
Hon. A, A Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. = Hon. E. Ward, M.L.C.

Mr. J. J. Osman. [

Tke following witnesses were called in and examined --Thos C. Watson, Ed. Hy. Wickham, Thomas
O'Connell, and W. M. Humphrys.
The Commission adjourned.

" Memo.—The Commission inspected the New South Wales border fence in the Mutooroo dxstrlct a.nd
returred to Adelaide on Saturday, June 3rd.

Wednesday, Juns 215¢, 1893,
- . TAt Parliament House ]
e A : Present—
. Hom F¥.'W. Holder, M.P., in the chair.
Hon E Ward, M.L.C.
Mr.J. W W"hite-‘MI_’

The minutés of meetings fromﬂAprxl 29th to June Is ) 1 iy Aan;
The secretary was instructed to communicate with Messrs. Malpas and Little- mth Tesp
tidbh of their wire netting weaving machinery on Thursday, June 22nd, at 4:30 p.m.

r
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The following witnesses were called in and examined :—Messrs. T. Eyres, J. Chufch, and W G .7
Hannaford, : :
The Commission adjourned till Thursday, June 22n4d, at 2 o’clack.

'T]mrsday', June 22nd, 1893,
[At Parliament House.]
Presente—
Hon. F. W, Holder, M.P., in the chair.

Hon, J. H. Howe, M.P. ‘ Mr. J. Moule, M.P.
Mr. J. J. Osman. .

The secretary reported that he had communicated with Messrs. Malpas and Little, and found that
arrangements could not be made for the inspection of their wire-weaving machinery this afterncon as
suggested.

““The evidence submitted to the Commissioner was taken into consideration with a view of deciding upon .
the basis of a report to be submitted to the Governor. b

The chairmen was requested to bring up a draft report for conmsideration on Thursday, June 29th, at
11 o'clock am. - : :

The Commission adjourned.

it

Thursday, July 6tk, 1893.

[At Parliament House.] o : )
] Present—
: "Hon, ¥. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair. .
Hon. J. H. Howe, M.P. Hon, B, Ward, M.L.C.
Hoen. A. A, Kirkpatrick, M.1.C. Mr. J. J. Osman.

The minutes of the last two meetings wers read and confirmed. s .

The chairman reported that in consequence of not having received the eomplete evidence he had deferred
bringing up his draft report until to-day.

The chairman's draft report, as follows, was considered :—

-

Drarr Rzerorr.

To His Excellency the Right Honorahls Algernon Hawkins Thomond, Earl of Kintore, Lord Falconer of Halkerton, Lord Kaith
of Inverurie, a Member of Her Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distingunished
Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Province.of South Australia,
and the Dependencies thereof, &e., &e., &e.

May it please your Excellency—

Tour Cemmigsioners, appointed ‘“to inquire into and conaider the ¢ Morgen to Winaininnie Verm}n Fencing Bill, 1892," and
te inguire into and consider the whole question of vermin fencing,” have made careful inguiries, through witnesses and by. per-
sonal inspection, as to the extent of the damage done by vermin of different kinds, and as to the results of fencing againat ¥e]

wherever any experience had hesn obtained as fo its effectiveness. To secure information they examined fourtaen wittiesd
Adelaide, and also visited the South-Fast, the North-East, and the counfry west of Spencer's Gulf, examining 106 witnsa;
taking evidence wherever offered. ' The Commission elso visited the Western District of Vietoria to inguiré-irtt methods’
there. . T S b
They Lave ascertained that in the farming districts, and, generally speaking, within district councils, the most serious tioible
experienced is with the rabbits, which destroy the craps and feed, while the dogs are not much feared. On the other hund, in the
pastoral country it is the dogs which cause most loss; the rabbits, through improved methods of destruction and recent droughts, H
being no longer dreaded, though thers is some risk of their breeding up again. -

Within distriet councils the provisions of the Aets of Parliament relating to loans for netting have been and are largely

-availed of, and with the best resulis. Generally the present law iz believed to ba satisfactory, and its maintenance is desired.
Certain amendments will, however, be suggested in our recommendations. o

Much of the trouble results from tha inaction of the Government in respect of unoccupied Crown lands. Ir past years very
large sums have been expended by the State on vermin destruction. but lately the opposite course has been followed, and Crown
tenants and others have had to deal not merely with the vermin on their holdings, but they have been also subjected to heavy loss .
through being constantly restocked from neighboring wrnoccupied, leased or unleased, Tauds of the Crown.  Losses of stock, -and—~ ~——— ~— -~
consequent diminution of produets and of rents to the Crown, have been enormous, and wide areas of country abandoned becnuse
of vermin testify to the extent of the evil.

We have fonnd, in dealing with pastoral lauds, that it was impossible to apply to all districts where vermin are troublesome
any general remedy. We are satisfied that a properly erscted and well maintained fence of netting and barbed wire will resist the
inrcads of either dogs or rabbits, and that the isclation of given arzas alone offers any reasonable prospect of ultimats extinction of
the pest. The enclosing of all watars, too, in the dry months would do much to assist in the work, To some distriets, however,
the country is rough, and walercourses abeund, and rock holes and other more or less certain sepplies of water exist, and in these
fencing is not the most effective method of protection. In such localities, according to the preponderance of the evidence, scalping
alone will prove satisfactory. The decision of the particular method suited to the conditions should be left to local determination,

Your Commission approve of the crection of the Morgan to Winnininnie fence, but, with a view to a general settlement of the
whole question, they make the following recommendations, which will meet that case with others :— _

: 1. That the provisions of the Act providing for the loan of netting through distriet councils be amended so as to require the -
payment of interest at the rate of 5 per cent. on the amount of the loan tmpaid. . District councils should also be
- directed to graot the netting to enclose whols blocks of country instead of each small holding being dealt with alone. .~ -

2. That the Governient be smpowered to proelaim Vermin Districts outside district conncils from time to time, each district

to be under the care of 'a Vermin Board, appointed. in the first place by “the! OB

- eccupiers of the land; the board to have power 1o levy rates not exceeding 2, 6d. per'sgiia
“-ate to be paysble on the uncecupied lands of ‘the Crown as well agupar nde ;. ed
determine, aubject to a poll of ratepayers—each ratepayer haviog ¥ota; ch hun il
of land-—whether the proceeds of the rate shall be oxpended on scalping of fencing. * In every rass whero the distric
determines to ecect foncing it may pledge its rates to the Government for a term of yeats, and thereupoen the Govern-
No. &9, : : T T metk
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ment may advance on seeurity of the rates such sums as ghall bé represented with icterest by sich rates for the &recti

. of the fence ; auch advances to be repaid in equal annual instalments extending over not more than tew years, - i

3. That occupiers of infested land should be required to enclose all permanent or artificial waters with vermin-proof fencing, °
and to keep them closed during the summer montha. ‘ : S

4. That the Rabbit Suppression Act sheuld be amended in the direction of givirg shorter notice tﬁ deétmy vermin.
The Commission adjourned until Wednesday, July 12th, at 11 o'clock a.m.

5

Wednesday, July 1244, 1893.
LAt Parliament House.]| _

Present—
. Hon, F. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair.
Mr. J. W. White, M.P.’ Hon. B, Ward, M.L.C.
Hon. A. A, Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. Mr. J. Moule, M.P.

Mr. J. J, Osman.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
The ehairmar’s draft report was further considered.
Paragraph 1—Passed as printed.

Paragraph 2—Amended and passed. . . : -

Paragraph 3—Amended and passed. ’ '

Paragraph 4—Passed as printed.

Paragraph S-—~Amended and passed.

Paragraph 6-—The word * immediate” was inserted between the words “the' and “ erection’ in the

first line. : :

Mr. Ward moved to further amend the paragraph by inserting after the word ¢ fence ’' in the first lin
“ a5 affording a base for enclosing sub-areas end thereby further protecting the country both east and west of
the line.”” Carried, on the following division ;—For the amendment—-Messrs. Ward, Osman, and White;
against-—Messrs. Moule and Kirkpatrick. The paragraph was passed 25 amended. T e e

Sub-paragraph 1—DMr. Moule moved to strike out all reference to the payment of interest at 5 per cent.”
Question put and lost. For—Mr. Moule; against—Messrs. Ward, Osman. White, and Kirkpatrick. o

Mr. White proposed to amend the paragraph by providing that persons within district councils may"
apply direet to the Government for wire netting instead of making application through the district couneil. .

.Question put and lost. For—Mr. White. Against—Messrs. Ward, Moule, Osman, and Kirkpatrick.

Mr. Moule moved to add to the paragraph the following words :—* Provision should also be made that -
persons cultivating land outside district councils may apply to the Commissioner for and receive advances to .
protect their crops as if they were within district councils.””  Question put and carried. Paragraph passed
as amended. o : ' ) :

Sub-paragraph 2—The word * fifty ” was substituted for * hundred” in the seventh line.

Mr. Ward proposed to add to the paragraph—* The provisions of Act No. 478 of 1890, providing for
the loan of netting through distriet councils, should also be extended to the vermin districts to te proclaimed
as recommended, and in such cases netting should be advanced through the Vermin Boards.” Question put
and lost. For—Messrs. Ward and White. Against—Messrs. Kirkpatrick, Osman, and Moule. Paragraph
passed as amended. : :

Sub-paragraph 3—The words “ between sunset and sunrise’ were added: Passed as amended.

Suhb-paragraph 4-—Pagsed as printed. ! L e

New sub-paragraph, proposed by Mr. Osman and carried-—* (5.} That lessees of the Crown'should be
compelled to carry out any conditions of their leases as to the destruction of vermin or erectio
proof fencing.” o S

Mr. Ward proposed and Mr. White seconded— That Mr. Osman, 2 member of this Comm
paid one guinea per day whea travelling to and from and attending meetings of the Commission (gince
to be a member of Parliament) in addition to the ordinary allowance to members.”” Question put and
For—Messrs. Ward, White, and Moule. Against—Mr, Kirkpatrick. s

The Commission adjourned until the following day at 11'30 a.m.

fpcetss
car

Thursday, July 13th, 1893.
[At Parliament House. ]

Present— . fw_
Hon. ¥. W. Holder, M.P., in the chair,
Hon. E. Ward, M.L..C. Hon. J. H. Hawe, M.P.
Hon. A. A. Kirkpatrick, M.L.C. Mr. J. J. Osman.
Mr. J. W. White, M.P. ' Mr. J. Moule, M.P.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. o .
: The secretary laid on the table reports on the vermin question from the Governments of New South .-
Wales, Victoria,and Queensland. To be acknowledged. ‘ N
The chairman’s draft report as amended was reconsidered.
| “Paragraphs from 1 to 5 were passed us printed. '
. ‘Paragraph 6 amended and passed: .
Sub:paragraphs 1 and 2 passed as printed. -




ABSTRACT OF EVIDENCE.

(WITXESZES I¥ ORDER OF EXAMINATION, WITH NUMBERS OF QUESTIONS.]

GOYDER, G. W, Surveyor-General—(2) Nearly all the colony from the Glenelg River as far us country i
east of Fowler's Bay, and from the Gawler Ranges to Goyder's Lagoon, affected by vermin. -
(3) Would describe as vermin wild dogs and rabbits principally. (4] North, North-Fast, and South- N

WAITE, PETER.—(138) Vermin difficuity began, 1882. (163) Must fence coun‘chy on N.8.W. border, in

Yast the most infested districts. (5) Fernces have been of great service in checking vermin.
(7) The fence between New South Wales and South Australia is of the greatest service. (12) Refers
to the expenditure in the destruction of vermin. (13 to 18) Deals with the country affected by the
Morgan to Winnininnie Fencing Bill. {17} Bresding grounds are upoa the lands of the small
holders and on the unleased lands. (18) The only way to get rid of the vermin is to subdivide the
country infested into fenced blocks. (19) Itis useless and unnecessary expenditure for Government
o0 send out vermin destruction parties. {30) The only way for lessees to effectually deal with
vermin is to vermin-proof fence tutside boundaries and destroy the vermin inside. (31) Would
recommend fencing both ccunty and hundred boundaries, (32 to 34) Refers to the proposed fencd.
in the Mutoaroo country. (35)Does not approve of proposal to fence surface waters. (44) Would
divide the country into areas of about 200 miles. (45 to 49) Conditions in leases for the destruction
of vermin. (50} Victorian border fence of great benefit. (51) Would be of greater value if
continued from Francis to the Glenclg river. {52) Amount of money advanced to distriet councils’
for fencing. (55) Government are taking no steps at present to destroy vermin on Crown lands.
(57) the rabbiis ate decreasing in the South-East. (67) The tame dog going wild is worse than the
real dingo. (70 to 73) Refer to means adopted by rabbits and dogs to get water in a dry season.
(88) All Government fences should be properly inspected. (91 and 92} Special conditions to fence ]
in some of the South-East leases. (96) Kxplains how money received by Governmernt as sealp - - —
rate is applied. (99} It might be well, as a matter of policy, for the Government to destroy and

keep destroyed the vermin on Crown lands. {102 to 104) Explanation of mode of using poisoned

grain. (112) Government should erect fences only in such localities as would prevent the spread of

vermin. (115 to 119) Refer to +he Victorian border fence. (121 to 128) The proposed fence from

Morgan to Winnininnie. (137 to 139) Expense of fenciug the colony. (145} Dogs decreasing In

the Pinaroc country. (146 to 150 Increase of vermin in the North-Fast. (154) No consideration

due to lessees abutting on Government Jand. They should fence. (155) It would be better for the - <
Government to assist the lessees than for the country now held to ‘be abandoned. Supplementary '
evidence.—(1) Lands leased on the Victorian border with conditions to fence. ({2) Destruction of
dogs. (3) Tixpenditure on Tepairs to Vigtorian border fence.

order to clear it of vermin. (164 and 165} Particulars of stock in that country (166). Attributes
decrease to rabbits and dogs. (167 to 171) Refer to attempts to clear land. (173) Border fence
effectual in resisting wild dogs. (174) Tame dogs or halt-bred dogs will jump the fence. (175)
Grovernment should fence county boundaries. {178a) Fence should belong to Government. (181 to
184) Refers to cost erecting and maintaining fence. (188) Suggests a line of fence from Winnininnie
to the south-east corner of Kimberley, thence due east to the province boundary to the 50-mile .
post. (189) Dogs worse than they were. The rabbits now in hand. (130 to 192) _Meane of
destroying the rabbits. (194) Unable to stock portion of run on account of doga. ’ (198) Less
would assist the Government to protect boundary fences if erected. (200) Gain to the Htate
consequence of increased produce if Government contributed half the cost of fencing. (2
Deseription of fence suitable for boundary fence, (212 to 214) Refer to alterations in Scrub- Agt
by declaring stock roads. (215 to 217) Would rate all leases inside boundary fence alike. - (223
Festimates of wire netting, rabbit and dog-proof fence. (235 to 239) Refer to rent peid for land. s
(245) Length of proposed fence would be 136 miles. (251) Increased annual value of the district
would be £100,000.

DUFFIELD, THOMAS, Chief Clerk, Crown T.ands Office.—(266) Tfave charge of office arrangemen%g in

SELLS, WILLIAM B, Sheepfarmer.—(291) Vermin first particularly troublesome about five years ago.______ -

doeg not jump fence. (332 to 334) Reference to fence proof against both dogs &

connection with destruction of wild dogs and foxes. (258) Tax paid once a year. (260) Pay bs.
for- each scalp now, in 1881 price was 10s. (264) System been in force since 1880. (265) 29,279
dogs and four foxes scalps been paid for since 1890, (277) Had previous experience of the subject-..-
of vermin destruction, (290) Between £53,000 and £4,000 annually received from the lessees on
account of the scalp fund.

(292) Country referred to Gawler Ranges, Yardea. (293) Rabbits came $rom the South and spread
all over the run. (29%) Paid for 50,000 scalps. (295) Oceupy 1,000 square miles. (296) Before
vermin infested the country 70,000 sheep were shorn, but they have been reduced to 17,000
(297) Decrease attributed to rabbits and dogs. (208) Adopt poisening and trapping to destroy
vermin, but want fence from Mount Middle Back to Streaky Bay to prevent vermin coming on land.
(303) Vermin-praot fence cost £67 a mile at Strzetecki Creek. ~ (306) Proposed fence should he
erected by the Government. (315 to 318) Refer to fence designed by Mr. Waite. (819) To destroy
vermin in North-West country enclose dams and lay poisoned water and traps. {322)

rabbits live through dry sesson without water. {(326) Drought destroyed rabbits. 0
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Sub-paragraph 3 was amended by striking out the words “*permanent or artificial waters” in the first line

and inserting in lieu therzof the words “ artifizial O permanent waters, except running streams.”- .
Mr. Ward proposed to further amend the paragraph by adding—«This provision, however, should rat

apply to country stocked with cattle only™ " Question put 2nd lost, The paragraph was passed as amended,
Sub-paragraphs 4 and 5 passed as printed,
New sub-paragraph, proposed by Mr. Moule and seconded by Mr. Osman, and earried—* Your Commis-

sioners desire on conclusion to represent that the matter with which they have dealt is urgent and should be
attended to without delay.” - . o o .

The report as amended was agreed to and signed. _

‘On the motion of Mr. Osman the -thanks of the Comrdssion were accorded to Mr, Holder for the able
mauner in which he had conducted the business of the Commission. o

Satisfaction was expressed at the manner in which the secretarial duties had been performed, and a
special vote of £35 was granted to the secrefary in consideration of extra services rendered.

It was arvanged that Mr. ‘White, M.D.., take charge of the report of the Commission in the Fouse of

Assembly, and that the Hon. A, A, Kirkpatrick, M.L.C., undertake the matter in the Legislative Couneil
The Commission adjourned. . ’ -

R A i

e No. 59.
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" {335) If fenee erccted lessees should only pay interest on the cost. (338} Vermin first made
i appearance in 18%0. (341) Length of proposed fence 180 miles. (342) Cost from £55 to £60."

) {349) If fence were erected it would increase the carrying capacity of land. (373) Description of
fence at Strzelecki Creek. (376) Lessees not in position to fence themselves.

SHAXES, JAMES, Stock Salesman.—(386) Acquainted with the country lying to the north of River Murray,

i and bounded on the east by the New South Wales border, through which propoesed fence from

: Morgan to Winnininnie would run. (387) Fence would be very beneficial. (388) Fence from
‘Winnininnie along country boundaries to south of Braemar country, and then due east ta the fifty-

mile post on the provinee boundary would be useless. (390) Dogs most difficult to deal with.

(395) Acquainted with South-East district. (396) Rabbits chief difficulty there. (397} Well . .
informed on the matter of cost of vermin-proof feneing. (398) Could put up good fence from™ " "7
Morgan to Winnininnie at cost of £52 10s. a mile. (399) Description of suck-fence. (410) Fence
proposed would be proof against dogs. (421) Fence erected by hanging wire netting on to the top

wire, and doing away with other wirss would be no good; sheep running against it would knock

it down. -

WARNES, THOMAS, of Koomooleo, Sheepfarmer.—(434) Necessary to erect fence from Margan to
Winnininnie. (435) Describes unoccupied country in that district. (436) Poison and fraps best
way to destroy vermin, (438) No use to fence dams, unless everybody does so. (442) Proposed
fence which, instead of going to Morgan, should run eastward from a point south of Braemar to the
fifty-mile post on the berder would only benefit two or three people. (444} Rabbits not causing
much injury in that country. {4456) In respect to the country east of the Burra, the Act should be
amended so that small holders of ten, twenty, or thirty miles should vbe dealt with, aa farmers are
under the districs councils, and bave netting supplied to them. (447) Lessees and Government
should both bear portien of cost of erection of the fence. (448) Hold ninety-six square miles of
country in that district, but so infested with dogs, that it is no use trying to do anything with it.
(448) Lessees on west side of proposed fence should contribute less towards the coet than those on
the east side. (450) Those whose land abuts an the fende should be the lightest rated, as vermin
comes aboit the fence and their land suffers most. (451) Lessees fifteen miles or under from
fence should contribute, (453) Held country since 1870. (458) Crown property now and infested
with dogs. {462} About ten or twelve years since rabbits caused loss, (473) If fence erected it
would increase earrying capacity of the country. (478) Dogs breed in the Pualco Ranges. (488} — -
1f iand is fenced Government would get increased rental.

HAMILTON, WILLIAM.—(488) Have had experience with vermin in the country east and north of
Streaky Bay and in the North-BEast. (489) Dogs are the worst trouble. (490) Employ poisoned
water, traps, shooting, and baits to destroy. (496) The Pualco Ranges breeding grounds for
vermin. (498) Land that is so badly overrun with vermin is the country included in the 1888
leases prineipslly., (500) Expense great, and it was uncertain who would get the property, so that
lessees did not trouble to destroy the vermin. (503) During lagt year lost 9,000 sheep. (504)

3 Loss on aceount of rabbits, drought, and dogs. (505 to 307) Carrying capacity of run decreased

. from sixty sheep to the mile to forty sheep to the mile in consequence of rabbits. (508) Only

means of remedying is to vermin-proof fence and kill the vermin on the country. (509) The
Governmert should bear half the cost of the fence. Small helders should be aliowed an extended
time for payment. (514) Small holdings would pay if eountry is fenced with vermin-proof fence.
{515) Lessees would contribute to cost of fence from Morgan to Winnininnie. (516) Fence from
Winnininnie to south of Brasmar, and then east to the §0-mile post on the province border would

not suit. (517) Design and estimate of vermin-proof fence. (526) If simultaneous actions taken,
can mow cope with the rabbits. (529 to 533) Buggested extension of fenced from Winnininnie with -
estimate as to amount of country affected, and cost of erection. (538) Decrease in number of -
tabbits in the North-East country due to botk drought and destruction by lessees. Unless vermipe...°
proof fencing put up, in two good years rabbits would be as bad as ever. (552) -Would be bf
benefit to fence the eastern boundaries of hundreds in addition to fencing the country boundarie
(557) Proposed fence morth of the line would prevent dogs getting east of the Bendleby Ranges.
(563) Good number of rabbits will live through a drought. (565) Koonamore is 840 miles in
exient, and good average country. (566 to 570) Refer to rabbits living on moisture from roots. )
(571) Saving effected by doing away with two wires in fence would be £2 5s. a mile, and with* i
three wires £3 7s. 6d. (572) Fence as designed by Mr. Waite would not be effectual. (573 to

574) Manner of using poisoned water for dogs. (577 to 580) Cost of erection of vermin-proof

fences. ‘

MILLS, SAMUEL, Sheepfarmer.—(581) Part owner of Teetulpa in the North-East; Chandada Run, Streaky

Bay; and also Lake Everard. {582) Necessary to ersct vermin-proof fence between Morgan and

Winnininnie. {583 to 587) Fence should be continued north of Winnininnie. (588 and 58%) Goy~—- -

ernment should pay half cost of erection of fence, and lessees within 15 miles should contribute

the other half. (590 and 591) Those adjoining fence should pay more then those whe are back

as they can make use of the fence. (592) Could pay in ten instalments. (593 and 594) Rabbits
: cleared out in the North-East. At Chandada and Lake Everard very bad. (595 and 596) At™ "
i~ Chandada, out of 43,060 sheep lost 18,000 or 19,000; and at Lake Everard, lost 6,000 cut of
13,000, Largely caused by dogs at Lake Everard, but at Chandada chiefly by rabbits.
(597) Country could be protected by erecting fence from point, halfway between FPoint Lowly and
Franklin Harbor, to Streaky Bay. (601) Advise fencing in all the waters in the North-East country,
(602) Estimate cost of fencing per mile from £46 to £50. (603 to 610} Refer to class of fence
best to erect. (633 to 637) Refer to cost of fencing. ‘ : '

BECKER, G. A., Inspector of Vermin Distriets and Improvements.—(638) Supervision extends principally
over country in North and North-East. (639) Country rather bad with vermin, but considerably
. better during the Iast three or four years, in consequence of drought and poison. (642 to 646) De=:
scribe condition of country with respect to rabbits. (647 to 651) The Morgan to Winnininnie fence;
‘necessary work. The lessees should erect parallel fence along hundred boundaries if DecessAryi:
(659 to 670) Refer to conditions of North-East country with respect to vermin. (671 to 688) Rébbuits
No. 59. . ve
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live on roots of trees and bushes during dry season. (689) Been inspector since 1885, (691 to
693) Means employed for destruction of vermin failures, because not simulteneous and continuous.
(694 ta 698) Reference to condition in leases for the destruction of vermin. (698 to 708) Refer to
vermin-proof fencing small areas. (707 to 709) Lessees would be willing to subscribe half eost of
fence. (717) Nothing ie the leases compelling dastruction of wild dogs. (725 to 728) Government
have power to enter on leased land and destroy the vermin. ‘

HUBBE, SAMUEL GEORGE, Inspector of Vermin Districts and Improvements.—(733) Inspected recently -
N the country west of Port Augusta, the Gawler Ranges, and the country north of Streaky Bay ™
(731) Rabbits in that country decreasing, dogs increasing. (735) Decrease in rabbits due to
drought and action of lessees in poisoning. (738) Carrying capacity of country has nat been ..
materially interfered with in consequence of the rabbits. (739 and 740) Tncrease in dogs due

to rabbits. (741 to 744) Deals with method of destroying dogs. (745) Vermin-proof fencing ..
waters better than running long lines of fencing. (746) Lessees should be compelled to fence—"-
in 2ll the waters on their country. (750) Know country north-east of the Burra.” (752) There, -
two years ago. (754) Country then badlyinfested with rabbits. (756) Fence on county bounderies
better than fencing hundred boundaries. (764) Fence proposed would not be of much use unless
lessees blocked on. (767) Government should get guarantee that cost of fence would be repaid
before erecting it. (782) Condition in all leases since 1888 making it compulsory to destroy
vermin. (803 to 807) Hideaway country infested with dogs and rabbits in 1885, (812) Syse
tematic fencing with vermin-proof fence ouly way to deal with difficulty. (815) Vermin-proof
fence on Victerian border proved useful. (818) Rabbhits burrow under the fence. No use to 3
fence unless looked after. (822) Dogs will not jump over barbed wire. (827) Government .
should destroy vermin con their own land. (831) Government should fence in water on Crowm
lands. (833) Government expended £300,000 between 1881 and 1885 in vermin destruction.
{838) Fence on' the New South Wales border is an efficient fence. (845) Lessees will not <=
spend much in vermin destruction if they hold land on short terms. (851) Fence constructed -
witheut the middle wires would not be efficlent. {833) Saving wonld be £5 at very outside.
(860 and 861) Rabbits in North-East country not so numerous as they were in 1883 and 1884. __

McKAY, JAMES J., Station Mansger.—{(862) About thirty-three years experience in connection with
pastoral pursuits. (863) Principally in Gawler Range country and or: the west coast. Little ex- - -
- perience on the Murray. (B865) Rabbits more difficult to cope with than wild dogs. (866) Best”
way of dealing with the rabbit difficulty in open country is by means of poisoned sandalwood twigs. .
Fencing is of no service. (869) Rabbits can climb fences. ({874) If fences erected should be at:
cost of vwners and lessees of land. (875) Government should bear cost if on unoccupied Crown ..
pee land. - (879) Fences are of more use as protection against dogs than rabbits. (8886) If fenge':
constructed with a hood rabbits could not get over. ’ .

BOYLE, THOMAS, Inspector under Western Vermin Board, Vietoria.—(890) District extends from the -
South Australizn border to within twelve miles of Horsham, comprising an area of 1,700 square -
miles. (893) Rabbits have decreased in the inside country, but in the outside country they are
very bad. (B95) Dogs increasing in consequence of fence on 32nd parallel of latitude having got
burnt.  {887) When fence was in good order it was effectual in keeping back dogs. (898 to
902) Description of fence effectual in checking rabbits and dogs. (903) Victorian. border fence
good for rabbits but dogs go over it. (866) Ouly advantage of the fence is for adjoining
holders to block on to, (910) Wire netting is the best means of coping with the rabbit -
difficulty. (911) Fence on 32nd parallel erected at cost of Government. Only charge made to
. settlers was for interest on the outlay amounting to about.£5 a mile. (914) Only settlers who joined
' : on contributed. (916) It is not fair to charge adjoining kholders only. " Others who:are prote
o should be charged pro rata according to distanee. (918) The vermin boards pay for mainten
of fences. (919) Revenue of vermin boards derived from rates levied on lessees. = Somiea
rated at 7s. and some at 10s. a mile. (922) Revenue applied to maintenance of fences, payme:
of officers and destruction of wild dogs. (923) For dog scalps—10s. paid by vermin board, 108,
by shire council, and 10s. by Governnent subsidy. Total, 30s. per scalp. (925) About 200 scalps
paid for annually in district. (927) Government granted £25,000 for purchase of wire netting,
which shire council supplied to the lessees, to be repaid in ten yearly instalments of 10 per cent.
' (928) Payment for netting first charge on land. (932) Netting great benefit in Western Disfricf. ~ =
Settlers could not grow any crops without it. (933 to 936) Means employed in destruction of
: rabbits and dogs. (942) The dingo will jump a higher fence than the domestic dog which has gone
wild. (948) Surface waters, excepting shire council dams, not fenced. (945) Rabbits exist on™
roots of bushes without water. (951) If adjoining owners do not fence, boundary fences will not
be much good. [Lessees are not compelled to vermin-proof fence. (955) They should be
compelled to do so. (973} Tame dogs that have gone wild are the worst kind. (976) Have 60 or
70 miles of .fence to inspect.  Thirty miles would be enough.  (983) Vermin board supply poison-----
for rabbit destruction. {985) Better to have petting put in the ground than pegged on surface.
(988) The Government destroy vermir on all Crown lands, reserves, and selections that are in their
hands. (991) Vermin board have power to compel Government to destroy vermin on Crown lands.
The same remedies apply to the Government as to private persons, :

MUSSEN, JAMES, Secretary Lowan Shire Couneil, Victoria.—(995) Shire council is responsible to the -
* Government for netting supplied. (966) Shire council's security s that the amount is a char
on the land. (997) Have had diffieulty in collecting amounts when land mortgaged. In.

* where land forfeited Government responsible.  (1002) Shire council’s claim is prior to mortgag
(1006) Government give council money for purchasing the netting and give ten years to .

Gl S S

- ‘The shire council is simply a medium of distribution and eollection. I

"WALEKER, JOIIN, Newspaper Proprietor, Nhill, Victoria.—(1010) Vermin boards are appointed I y it

_ “= - lessess. (1012} Travelling expenses of the boards are paid out of rates. The Government do nei
i 7 S either appoint or pay them. . oo . . )

' PLUNKETT, G. D. E, Clerk of Mayurra and Mount Muirhead District Councils.—(1019) Cou

' expended £300 2 year each in the destruction of rabbits on unoccupied country and lands dedic
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to the drainage board. Revenue received for commonage nearly all absorbed on rabbit destruction.
{1023) Unoccupied land in Mount Mulrhead district to a great extent the source of the trouble.
(1024} The Government should destroy vermin on uncceupied Crown lands. (1027) Forest lands
within districts are exempt from necessity to destroy vermin. (1930) Vermin-proof fencing is an
efficient means of checking the spread of vermin. Country should be fenced in small areas. (1084)
No trouble ordinarily with respect to payment for netting supplied by councils. (1035) Mode of
distributing the vote for wire netting could be improved on. (1036} No. need for Government to
erect fences if district councils have same facilities as private persons to fence their boundaries.
{1038) If district houndary fences on private lands, should be power to charge the owner pro rata.
(1044) About two-thirds of rent received for commonage is spent in rabbit destruetion. (1050} - |
Victorian border fence is no good as it is. If completed to the coast it would keep back dogs,
foxes, and rabbits, (1058) Farmers use poisoned wheat, traps, and ferrets, and some wire-nat their
boundaries to protect crops from rabbits. (1057) Country from Mount Graham te Mount Burr is
breeding ground for rabbits. Act has not been enforced. (1062} Pay trappers 13s. 2 week and
6d. a dozen for small rabbits. (1065) Would compel owners to destroy rabbits, but not to fence.
(1068) Cheaper and better to fence land than employ rabbit parties, (1068) Holders after feneing
land wmust kill their own rabbits. Government do not assist. (1070) Value of land reduced 50
per cent. in consequence of rabbits. (1073) Coudecils supply poisoned wheat at cost price. (1074)
Rabbit Suppression Act should be amerded in direction of giving shorter notice to destroy. (1078)
Rabbit preserving works, similar to those in Victoria, best and most efficient method of clearing the
country of rabbits. (1079) Wire netting is only supplied for boundary fences. (1085) District
Councils Act might be amended to give councils power to encourage establishment of rabbit pre-
serving works, by allowing them to take up shares or by granting bonuses.

McCOURT, THOMAS, Grazier, Millicent.—(1089) In district twenty-three years. (1090) Four years ago

could run 3,000 sheep; now come down to 300 in consequence of rabbits. (1092) Carrying capacity
b of the whole district reduced 50 per cent. (1093) Destroy rabbits with poisoned wheat and by
trapping. (1094) Cannmot deal with vermin at present without wire netting. Government should
be compelied to clear vermin off Crown lands. (1096) All infested land should be fenced. (1098)
Government might assist in establishment of freezing works. (1099) If vermin-proof fences are
erected every man should bear cost of his own. (1100) Not sufficient money granted at present ta
applicants to get wire netting required by them.

MILLHOUSE, RICHARD G., Commission Agent, Millicent.—{1103) Land values have depreciated to a
very considerable extent in eonsequence of vermin. (1105) Government should appoint some one
to see provisions of the Act carried out. If present law is carried out, nathing else necessary.
(1111) At present district councils are not carrying out the Act.

BARKER, EDWARD, Bootmaker, Millicent. —(1116) Ouly way of dealing with vermin is to fence land
with wire netting, (1117) Rabbits cannot get under netting if stone is used. {1118) Phosphorised
wheat is the best means of destroying rabbits.

SUTHERLAND, WILLIAM, Chairman Kennion Distriet Council.—(1122) Been in distriet twenty-five
years. (1123) Have suffered to a certain extent from the rabbit difficulty. (1125) Wire-retting
the country in small areas best means of dealing withit. (1127) Present system of the Government
making leans to councils is a good one. (1128) Not much risk in supplying. (1130) Couneil
should have power to compel people to keep fences in order. (1133) Goevernment should keep
their own lands clear of vermin, especially forest lands.

SUTHERLAND, PETER, Farmer, Millicent.—(11385) Twenty-five years in district.  (1136) Have
experienced difficulty with rabbits during last seven or eight years. They came from the direction
of Mount Gambier. They travel from east to west. (1139) If the fence on the eastern houndary-~-
were completed, it would prevent them from coming. (1140) Vermin-prooffencing one of the chief
things in dealing with the difficulty. Then rabbits could be destroyed on flat country by dogs; and
in the rough country by traps and poisoning. (1144) District councils cannot enforce the law with
respect to vermin destruction unless wire netting is put up. (1147) Rabbits are more or less bhad

- all over the South-East country. ;

BELLENGER, ARTHUR HERMANN, Farmer and Grazier, Millicent.—(1150) Expended £150 in five
years for rabbit destruction. (1151) Efforts successful since had wire netting, (1158) Wire
netting {s absolutely necessary. (1154) Rabbits do not elimb. (1155) Cannot get under if stone,
is put along the bottom of the fence, {1157) Government cannot lose much in advancing money
for an extensive system of fencing if the councils are careful. It would be a good thing if the
Government were to subsidise freezing works to the extent of one-half or two-thirds the cost, =
(1160) Kill rabbits by trapping and poisoning, and the little ones by fumigation, Box traps are
very good when burrows are not too large. Killed 8,000 rabbits on 240 acres.

HOGAN, MICHAEL, Farmer, Millicent.~~{1164) Sustained loss in consequence of the vermin, (1165)
Best way of dealing with the question is-to establish a rabbit preserving company. (1166) It would
be of great benefit to wire-net small blocks..

PICK, JAMES, of Braemar, North-East.—(11674) Dogs chief difficulty. Rabbits not much trouble at
present. Can cope with rabbits without much difficulty. Unless something is done to stop ravages
of wild dogs it will be impossible to stop in the country. (1169) Lost 600 wethers out of 4000 in
twelve months in consequence of wild dogs. (1173) Nothing important can be done until all dams
and waters are fenced. (1174) Line of fence from Morgan to Winnininnie would greatly assist
(1175) A fence 3it. 6in. wire netting and two barbed wires required. Wild dog, as a rule, doesmot .~
attempt to jump fence. {1177} Fence on county boundary better than fence on hundred boundary.
{1181) Government should give great assistance in the erection of the fence, in consideration of -
the rent they are getting, and that.unless something -is".done:people cannot -keep the -counh
{1185) Government should contribute to the 'cost of keeping unéccupied land .clear of ¥
(1186) Lessees should be compelled to fence all waters on their land, and the Governmention -
unoccupied lands. (1188) Would approve of an arrangement by which the Government paid half
the cost of fencing, and the settlers afiected the other half. (1190) Government would get in-':.reas_';?f:1 Ee
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LIVINGSTONE, JOHN, Grazier, near Mount Gambier.—(1250) Seen very great difficult

DAVISON, FRANCIS, Mayor of Mount Gembier. —(1278) Resided at Mount Gambier twenty-five years.

LAURIE, I, P. D, of Taurie Park.-——(1340) Have experienced losses from Tabbits, but they are now kep}t-

HUTCHINSON, JAMES R., of Moramb§o.—(1387) Rabbits have made considerable difference in earrying

BOUGAUT, RAY PARKIN, Chairman of the South-East Land Board, and Sub-inspector of Credit

-nétting at a reasonable rate. (1432) Wild dogs bad north of Rordertown in the 'uno_éd!}px_e
- country. (1435) Rabbit pest not farmers’ Guestion to any large extent. Farmers secured by wir

- from country in consequence of the presence of vermin,
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rental if fence erected. (1192) Settlers on hoth sides should contribute to the cost of fence.
{1200) Since Government resumed land nothing has been done on blocks to destroy vermin,
(1202) Government should bear cost of destroying vermin on Crown lands. {1205) Vermin question

in South-East totally different to North-East. {1206) Vermin question in South-Fast not of much
difficulty north of Mount Gambier. - Rabbits worst arcund Millicent and along coast to houndary of
the colony. Mourt Schank and the Hundred of Caroline are bad. (1209) District councils quite’
able to cope with vermin question in South-Fast. (1211) Dogs do not come from the unoceupied
Crown lands on to the Braemar country more than they do from the country to the South-East..
{1214) ILeases should contain conditions to destroy vermin. (1215) Waters should be fenced and™ -
kept shut for three months during the summer from sunrise to sunset. (1226) The settlers would
be willing to pay half the cost of the fence i time were given, and the payments made easy.
(1233) Money advanced by Government far purchase of wire netting should he used to enclose
large blocks. ~ The distribution has not been judicicusly dealt with by the district councils, (1236)
Present means of dealing with vermin questicn in the South-East are sufficient. (1246) Impossidle .-
under present conditions to keep sheep on Braemar country.

y with respect to
rabbits. (1252) They have been very bad about Milicent'and Mount Schank. {1255) Phosphorised

grain in pleugh furrows most efectual mode of destroying them ; would discourage trapping ; ferrets
and dogs much better. (1255) Tt country fenced i in large squares, no difficulty in dealing with.
rabbits. (1257) If everyone were compelled by the district councils to kill the rabbits at ang timeg
no further action would be necessary. (1258) People would Aot object to bear cost of erection of
fenees, if Government would supply neiting at cost price, and charge only same rate of interest they 1
pay. provided terms of paymeut were made easy. (1260) There would be no danger of loss to the
(Government. (1261) Would enclose country in blocks of not less than 2,000 or 3,000 acres, and
insist upon poisoning the vermin. (1262) 1t would be a good idea to wire-net fence the. railway
line from Mcunt Gambier to Beachport.  (1264) No wild dogs in country referred to; some on the -
other side of Penola; for rabbit destruetion gnod idea to protect tame cats, (1267) Rabbits about -
the same now as they were three years ago, (1276} Poisoned sater no good in South-Hast, -
(1277) People from Mount Gambier to Tantanoola would fence raillway line, as proposed, if
Government supplied the wire to them on the same terms as supplied to the district councils. '

(1280) Government should supply wire netting at cost price, and convey it on the railway free’of =
charge. (1281) Small holdars pay higher rate for quantity required than it would be supplied at -
in large quantities. (1286) Duty of Government to destroy the vermin on their lands. (1287) It -
would help very materially if country vermin-proof fenced in areas of 1,000 or 2,000 acres, |
(1239) Wild dogs no trouble in district. (1293) Better for Government to purchase netting and -
supply at cost price, than to advance money. (1294) Land on border line leased with conditions to
fence. (1298) Condition not carried out in all leases.  (1309) District couneils are in some
instances neglecting their duty relating to vérmin destruction, - (1310) Power should be taken out
of their hands and an inspector appointed. (1311) Rabbits bad in the hundred of Caroline; value
of land reduced 10s. an acre ; if boundary fence erected, great help in enabling people to cope with
pest. (1320) Great advantage if fences erected on hundred boundaries. {1322) Tax should be
levied on landowners to pay for erection of fence. (1827) Rabbits spread over the country within
last two years. (1336) Fences erected sufficient for purpose of keeping out both rabhits and dogs.
(1837) Recommend wire netting as an effective means of vermin destruction,
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under. (1841) Chairman of Naracoorte District Connoil. (1343) Couneil kil rabbits with poisoned ~: -
wheat. (1344) Wire netting used in district, but not much use except to keep rabbits coming Fron
the outside country. (1346) Fence erected keeps back both rabbits and dogs.  (1349) Governy
should destroy vermin on Crown lands. (1350) Hold 6,500 aeres of land, (1851) Rabbits'¢a
on to country about twenty years ago. (1353) Experience difficulty with foxes. They kill sheep,
lambs, and poultry, (1858) Ouly small helders got netting through district pouncil. The large :.
holders supplied themselves. (1360) Vermin pest in the district not of such magnitude as to require
-interference of Government. (1361) The railway lines from Bordertown to Kingston and from
Naracoorte should be made vermin-proof. It would cost about £15 a mile to net the fencey. ~
(1874) Use phosphorised wheat and wire netting to destroy rabbits. (1382) Rabbit destruction
Act all that is required. (1885) Government should continue fence from Franges to the Glenelg.

capacity of land, (1388) Killed rabbits with poisoned wheat and with apple jam and stryckning -
(1390) Dingoes not very bad. (1394} Destroy dogs with traps and poison. (1397) Government
should destroy vermin on unoccupied lands. (1399) Fencing is the only thing to prevent spread of

dogs and rabbits. (1400) Five feet fence with wire netting required to keep back dogs.  (1401) _
District councils are doing their hest to compel landowners to destroy vermin. (1408} Boundary —
fence of value. Should be continued from Frances to the Glenelg. (1413) Would nat pay to fence

Fairview country, as land is tco poor. It would not pay if the Government were prepared to pay
half the cost of the fence, )

Lands.—(1419) Resided in district twenty years. (1422) Rabbit trouble first began fifteen or
sixteen years since. (1423} Not 23 plentiful now as they were. (1424) Wire net fencing and -
poisoning best means of getting rid of them. (1428) Great deal of unoccupied Government land
irom the Murray to the border, and nothing done to check the vermin.- (1429) Government
should destroy vermin on unoceupied lands. (1431} If the unoccupied lands were offered it
peppercorn rental, people would take it up and desiroy vermin. They should be assisted in g

netting. (1442) Dogs bad in Pinarao country. (1449) All leases contein condition to destro
vermin. . Lessees in the unoccupied country doing nothing to destroy. * (1451) Stock was remov%d"
' PEAKE,-
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PEAKE, ARCHIBALD HENRY, Clerk of the Distriet Council of Naracoorte.—(1457) Rabbits heen
kept in check of late. (1459) Applications for wire netting granted in all cases, so far as funds
would permit. (1460) Not suppliad to large holders. (1451) Distriet councils done all they could
to clear country of vermin. (1463) The Viermin Destruction Act requires amendment in clause )
34, r¢ notice to be given. (1464) Council supphes phosphorised grain.at cost price. (1469) No =
complaints for some time in consequence of gates on main roads. (1476) Rabbits decreasing in o
consequence of measures taken under the Rabbit Suppression Act. (1477) Government could _
do more than they are doing by granting more wire netting. (1478) Council pays for destruetion e
of dogs and foxes. (1479; Paid for thirty or forty durmg last two years, mostly of a mized breed '
between the dingo and tame dog.

McMAHON, THOMAS, Blacksmith, of Naracoorte.~{1480 to 1494) Deseription of capabilities of McMahon
and Templer's patent stump-jumping rabbit-peisoning grain distributor.

RANKINE, JOHN, of Bordertown.—(1496) Been in the district over twenty years. {(1497) Had a great
deal of difficulty both with rabbits and dogs. (1499) In some seasons half the erop has been lost in
consequence of the rabbits, and one-third loss in stock. (1501) Great many rabbits on the unoccupied
Crown lands, and Government are doing nothing to keep them down. (1503} Government should
either clear their land of vermin or fence it. (1504) No chance of re-letting it in consequence of
vermin. {1307) Netting great help to private persons in killing the vermin. (1508) Present .

"method of distributing netting may be improved on by a number of persons making joint application
and enclosing larger areas. (‘ 512) Wire netiing the only cure against rabbits. (1:)14) Dogs kill _
from six to a dozen sheep every night. (1516) Fence does not keep degs back as perfectly as it does
rabhbits. {1519) Fence on northern boundary of hundred of Tatiara erected by Government and
maintained by the council. No levy made on adjoining settlers. (1523) Fence mot properly
erected. Barbed wires too far above the netting, (1525) Border line should be constructed from

S Frances to the sea.. (1327) Government should enclose the country in large areas of, say, 100

square miles, and levy a compulsory rate.  (1538) Land not fenced with vermin-proof fence bat

keep vermin down by poisoned grain. (1543) Pinaroo eountry not fit for occupation till vermin

destroyed. (1543) Dogs worse than rabbits. (1548) Vermin fences not well supervised. Commm e

FERGUSSON, GILBERT, Bordertown.—{1551) Been in district two years. (1552) Suffered loss in con-
seguence of vermin. (1553) District councils doing all they can to cope with the diffieulty, but not the
Government. (1554) Government should destroy vermin on Crown lands.  (1556) If Rabbit .
Destruction Aet” were enforced, both as regards the Government and private lessees, wire netting
would be required only by those around the fringe country. (1553} No use to attempt to kill off
vermin without netting. {1558) If fence erected on boundary, all people benefited should contribute
to cost. (1561) Most difficulty in dealing with dogs. (1562) Received great benefit from vermin,
proof fence which has been erected. (1563} Lost 200 sheep in the last two years through dogs.
{1564) Fence not a barrier'to dogs. Not properly constructed, and dogs jump through it. (1 365)
Border fence 4ft. wire netting with two top barbed wires, making it 5ft. in all. Dogs,jump through.
(1567) Dogs come from the desert. Came through fence when burnt. (1570} Employ traps to
destroy the dogs. (1571} Phosphorised wheat scattered in furrows for rabbits, (1573} Compelled
to destroy vermin on the land. (1574) Council carrying out its duties with respect to the Act
fairly well. (1578) Government should complete the Border fence.

BARRETT, FREDERICK WILLIAM, Farmer, Wirrega.——(1581) Suffered severely from vermin pest
rabbits principally. (1582) Use wire netting, (1583) Without wire netting it would be useless
to attempt to clear the land of vermin. (1585) Get netting supplied by council. (1536) Almost
all land netted. (1590) Less expensive to the Government aud to holders if several were to-
combine and ring net their land.  (1591) Doubtful if Government would get increased rent for lzmd
if they.erected fences and enclosed certain blocks. Lot of poor land.

ROHDE, d. A., Farmer, Mount Monster.—(1596) Could do nothing with land until fenced with wire
netting. (1599) Government should grant netting to those who have not means to buy it. (1605)
Got netting frem Government, not from district council. :

STODDART, DAVID, Chairman Tatiara District Council.—(1619) Have had very much trouble with
vermin, but since netting granted to council there have not been so many complaints. (1620)
Present system of grantug nettmv would be improved if, instead of giving it to each applicant
separately, they were grouped and enclosed in large blocks of 4,000 or 5,000 acres. (1622) All
enclosed should contribute to payment by a rate on the land. (1694) Unoccupied Crown lands in
district breeding grounds for vermin. (1625} Governmentshould share responsibility of destroying R
the vermin with the sefilers. (1628) Refer applications for netting to inspector for report.
(1630) No loss on repayments of money advanced for fencing. (1634) Declined to grant apphcamous
for netting from Mount Monster, because land did not warmnt it.

ROBERTSON, WILLIAM, Rabbit Inspector for District Council of Tatiara. —(1647) Duties are to serve
‘notices on owners and occupiers, and see that they kill the rabbits on the land. (1648) Vermin
Déstruction Act not carried out to the letter. (1650) Do not interfere with people who are doing
their best, especially when land is adjoining unoccupied Crown lands. (1652) Vermin-proof fenmnu-
has been of great service in the district. (1659) Attrell’s application not granted because it
was not a boundery fence. (1665) Hundreds of dogs get through the fence to the North: (1667) -
Return showing amount of gram phosphorised by the District Council of Tatiara, from January lst
to March 31st, 1833. .

' WHELA\T, MICHAEL, Clerk of District Council of "Tatiara.—(1668) Administer Vermin - Destructwn Act
fairly strietly. (1671) Unoccupied Crown lands badly ipfested by vermin.  (1673) Wire g
fencing effectual in stopping rabbits and dogs. (1680) Attrell’s application refused because it

" clear country, not on the fringe. (1684) System of distribution should be altered so that:
would be enclosed in larger areas. (1685) Nothing could be fairer than to enclose the hundreds -
and levy a rate on the hundred. (1697) Rabbits are decreasing since wire netting was introduced. .
(1698) Clause 34 of the Vermin Destruction Act, requiring notice to be given in the Glazelte, is not
sufficient. Ratepayers should have personal nofice. (1699) If the Government would pmﬂde
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phosphorised wheat for use on the Crown lands, the council would accept the responsibility
distzibuting it. ' S
McCARTHY, THOMAS BERNARD. Police Trooper, Bordertown.—(1702) Report on border fence

inspected last March. (1706) Duty, as Crown lands ranger, to report as to whether the rabbit
inspectors do their duty.

. KILLMIERS, WILLIAM, Councillor Tatiara District Council.—{1708) Vermin-proof fencing has been
of great service in keeping off the dogs and rabbits. But the fences are not properly.constracted.
(1709) The neiting is too light a gauge and very weak. Rabbits run through. = The posts are no
good. The straining posts are stringy bark and are scon gone. (1710) When .in good repair, .. . -
fence iz a barrier against dogs and rabbits. (1712) Fence should be continued southward from
Frances to the sea. (1714) The plan of distributing wire netting is a good one. (1715) Govern-
ment land is breeding ground for vermin., They should destroy the vermin on it. (1718) Foxes
are increasing in the district. They will leap over the vermin-proof fences.

HOGAN, JOHN, Farmer and Stockowner, Hundreds of Lindley and Schomburgk.-—(1723) The rabbits .
have been very bad., (1724) They come from the west and north-east; e lot come along the Burra
fat. (1728) Wild dogs very bad. (1729) Poison the dogs and kill the rabbits, using sulphur,
bi-sulphide of carbon, and steaming. (1732} Rabbits not so bad as they were. (1736) Everyone
benefited should contribute to cost of proposed fence from Morgan to Winaininnie.  (1738) If fence
erected on county boundaries, all settlers would block on to it. They would be prepared to accept
retting, if the Government would supply it at cost price, and give tem years to pay it off, with .
interest added at 3 per cent. or 4 per cent. (1744} Fencs along hundred boundary should be
erected a3 well as that along county boundaries. {1753) Fences along the two boundary lines 1
better than feneing surface waters. (1755) Hundred boundary line best; it would keep back the
rabbits better,

FARLEY, JOHN, of Point Pass.—{ 1761} Hundred of Stuart should be included within'any ferce erected.
(176%) Fence should run from the south-east corner of the hundred of Stuart to the north-east -
corner of the hundred ; then west ta the county boundary, and on to Winnininnie. (1765) The -~
Government and the lessees on the east and west-of the line should contribute towards the cost of -
erection of the fence. (1766) Rabbits and dogs come from the east. (1768) If proposed fence——
erected, lessees will block on to it. (1769) Lessees will be bound to abandon the country uniess it
is fenced. (1775) If the Government pay proportion of cost of fence, lessees would keep it in
repair. (1778) Fence along hundred boundaries bad fence to erect, as it would be subject to. -
wash-a-ways, whereas in the county boundary it is level country, and would not be liable to wash-
a-ways. (1779) If Act had provided for femce along county boundary instead of on hundred
boundary, it would have been far preferable.

PEARSE, J. H., Stockowner, The Gums.—(1783) Acreage of land 120,000 acres. (1784) Spent £300-
last year in wages and bi-sulphide of carbon in destroying rabbits. (1785) Trouble been ‘chiefly
with rebbits. Losses from dogs also been very heavy. (1786) Rabbits not so bad as they were, -
but are commencing to breed up again. (1787) Lessees doing best to keep them down. (1788) Last
year lost 2,000 sheep out of 22,000 through dogs. (1789) Killed between 50 and 60 dogs during
the last twelve months by means of traps and poison. (1792) If everyone compelled to fence dams
it would be a great success in destroying vermin. (1794) Government should be compelled to fence
their dams. (1795) Dogs increased because country to east of the county boundaries is unoecuplied.
(1801) If fence erected would enable people to remain on country. It would prevent the vermin
coming from the east. (1802) Fence should be erected on county line, taking in the hundred of
Stuart. (1807) If Government erected fence they wonld be recouped by the landholders benefited,
(1809} If all the surface waters were fonced in it would be the best way to cope with the difficulty
(1810} In the summer use poisoned sandalwood and poisoned water; and in the winter, trap, 2hd
dig in the burrows, and use bi-sulphide of carbon and smoking to destroy rabbits. (1813) Gove;

- ment should clear their own land. (1814) Large area of unoccupied land in distriet from whi
vermin come on to occupied land. (1816) Fence on county boundary would enclose more good
land than that on hundred boundary; and, as there would be less traffic, there would not beso ;.
much difficulty in keeping gates closed. (1817) Settlers too poor to ersct fence. State should -
erect it, and settlers would pay fair interest. (1821) Government should make the répayments easy
for settlers,

MORPHETT, JOSEPH, Farmer, Hundred of Lindley.—(1821) Rabbits and dogs not particularly baq just — = -
now. (1825) The rabbits ecame into the hundred of Lindley in 1820 from the east. {1829 to
1833) Description of fence on the New South Wales border. (1834) Fence that description will
keep out dogs. (1838) Is an effectual check en rabbhits. (1830) Fence should be erected on

- county boundary, taking in- hundred of Stuart. (1842) Settlers would be willing to contribute to

cost. (1843) Sustained no serious loss in cansequence of vermin. (1849) Better for Government
to erect a fence than to provide the wire and let the settlers do it. (1855 to 1859) Deals with cost
of erection of vermin-proof fence. ’ e

PENDLE, JOHN, Fermer, Hundred of Eba.—(1862) Been troubled with rabbits very much during last
two or three years. (1864) Rabbits came from country to the east. (1866} Poisoned 1,500
rabbits at three smail dams in one night with strychnine and paste, painted with 2 brush on sandal- -
wood twigs. (1869) Dogs very bad at Emu Gully. (1871) Proposed fence should také in the ™ ™ -
hundred of Stuart, and -then run along county boundary. (1873) It vermin-proof fence erected,
rabbits could be easily kept down. (1874) Landowners cannot cope with difficulty without Govern-
ment assistance. {1879) If every man could fence his own holding, it would be better than coundy
bouridary fence. ‘ '

- McINTYRBE, JOHN, Farmer and Stockowner, Hundred of Lindley.—(1882) Had much trouble with dog
and rabbits during last twelve months. (1886) Dogs worse in consequence of land to east being!
unstocked. (1888) Hold 9,000 acres, Cannot leave sheep in consequence of dogs.- . (1889) Best:
means of dealing with difficulty is to put up vermin-procf fence. (1820) Fence should be erected
on county boundary. (1891) If erected it would keep back dogs and rabbits. (1892) Government,

should

»
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should pay half the cost, and the settlers pay interest on the other half. If not done all the country
will be thrown up, (1895} Rabbits eat the grass, and dogs destroy the sheep. (1896) Run 2,000
sheep. (1897) If fence erected, could not run more, {1802) Would be willing to pay half cost of
fence if Government paid other half. {1903} Tame dogs destroy more sheep than the wild dogs.
(1911} Dogs cannot live without water, but rabbits can. '

0, JOHN FREDERICK, Farmer and Grazier, Hundred of Schombargk.—(1915) Hold on per-
petual lease 3,093 acres of land. (1916) Not much trouble with degs. The rabbits have beén

a great expense. (1917) Destroy them by digging them cut, and killing with dogs. In the"

summer poison them. (1919) Fence should be erected on the county boundary. (1920) Govern-
ment should pay for erection of the fenee, and the lessees keep it.in repair. (1%24) Landholders
should not contribute half cost. If that is'insisted on, fence will not be put up. (1927) People

more than five miles away from fence would object to pay. (1930) Fence would be of no imme:

diate benefit, but in good seasons would prevent rabhits spreading over the country.

WARWICE, BENJAMIN, Farmer, Hundred of Lindley.—(1935) Not troubled much with dogs. {1937}

Good many rabbits; but not so many as in 1891, {1938) Rabbits come from the eountry to the
east.  (1939) A line of fence from Morgan to the fence on the Cockburn railway would be of great
benefit. © (1940) It would net be fair to leave out the hundred of Stuart. (1941) Would be better
to fence along the county boundary, taking in the huadred of Stuart, than to fence the hundred
boundaries. ~(1944) All should be compelied to pay proportien of costof fence. They should all
pey alike whether ten or fifieer miles awar. Those abutting on the fende should agree to keep it
in repair, and be exempt from any other payment. :

MATTHIAS, WILLIAM, Farmer, Hundred of Lindley.—(1948) Not much trcuble lately with rabbits.

and dogs. They were very bad a year or two back. (1951) Best line would be to run fence from
the north-east corner of the hundred of Stuart to join county boundary line. (1954) Government
should erect fence and conntry should pay for it. (1936) Rabbits come from outside country.
(1957) Can keep them down at present. (1960) If fence is put up, council should ‘insist on
destruction of the vermin. [1961) Most of small holders doing their best to destroy vermin.

GIBBS, JAMES THOMAS, Hundred of Lindley.—(1966] Dogs bad. (1967) Worse because country to .

east 1s not occupied. (1989%) Fence shomid, if erected, take in the Hundred of Stuart, then cut
across in a north-westerly direction to the country boundary and on.to Winnininnie. (1970) If
fence erected, country will earry more stock. Have to shepherd now. (1971) Government might
bear cost of fence as it is for good of country, or they might charge the settlers § per cent. on the
cost for & term of twenty years, (1972) If fence erected, Government would have better chance of
re-letting the land as the leases fell in. (1973) Dry seasons killed off the rabbits. (1975} The

pure dingo causes the the trouble. (1978) Settlers are doing their best to destroy vermin on their#

holdings. (1983) Land all fenced with four, five, and six wires. (19894) There should be more
thau one fence. {1995) Government would be justified in erecting fences if lessees paid half the
cost. {1998) Fence on country boundary, taking in the hundred of Stuart, would-be far better
than one on the boundaries of hundreds.

PFITZNER, CARL FRIEDRICE WILHEIM, Stockowner.—{2002) Held 32,841 acres, north of

hundreds of Schomburgk and Lindley. (2003} Have 2,000 sheep, fifty head of cattle, and thirty
horses. (2004) Partly ruined in trying to cope with the rabbits, (2005) Dug them out with
spades.  First two years used poison and destroyed burrows. (2007) Dogs mp bother. Are very
bad in country to the east. ({2009) Government ought to erect a vermin-proof fence from Morgan

to Winnininnie, (2010) The question of erecting that line of fence is a national one. {2013) If.

JR—

fence is erected, a good many of the people who are benefited would pay, but a great portion would

- buck, (2018) Cost per mile for vermin-proof fence is from £54 to £55. (2019) Particulars of
estimate. (2020) Fence would be 4ft. high, which is high encugh to keep out dogs, as they will -

not jump over barbed wire. (2027) District council refused application for netting, because land
not worth it. It not to rest with council. (2029} Government should supply netting to any man
who was likely to hold his lease. {2031) Hold land under right-of-purchase lease with condition
to destroy vermin.

RUEDIGER, JOHN G., Farmer, Hundred of Sturt.—-(2036) Rabbits very bad. (2037) Proposed fence

PENS, J

BALD, JAMES, Grazier, Koomooloo.—({2093) Flold 10,000 acres of land. (2094) Been there eighteen’
" months. Dogs are getting wozse and rabbits getting less, (2095) Rabbits decreasing because of .,

BYLES,

from Morgan to Winaininnie should be erected along the eastern boundary of the hundred ot Staurt.
{2040) Rabbits come from the east side. (2043) Councils not strict enough in enforeing destruction
of vermin. {2048) Hold land on lense with right of purchase. (2053) Area, 1,549 acres,

OHN, Overseer for Hay, Graves, & Co., Ben Hideaway.—(2057) The dogs are very bad, The -
rabbits are not giving much trouble. (2058) Four hundred head of cattle on country. Impossible -

to- keep any sheep. (2059 Had to remove sheep two years ago. (2061} No sheep .at all on
country between Ben Hideaway and Overland Corner. (2062) Killed about 100 dogs during the
last twelve months. Mostly by trapping, a few are poisoned. (£064) Entirely on account of dogs
that cannot keep sheep. (2083) Reuson of increase of dogs lately is that there has been plenty of
water and rabbits provided food, and they have been breeding up. They come irom the east to the
west. (2067) If a fence were erected, from Morgan to Winnininnie, it would prove of great benefit
to people living on the west side of the fence. .

. BRAND, HENRY, Hundred of Stuart.—(2070) A fence along the county boundary, but taking in the
” hurdred of Sturt, would be best. (2071) Dogs travel from east to west. {2072) Known the

country for the last thirty-five years. (2073) Rabbits not much trouble, but-dogs aré very bad
(207T) If fence erected along county boundary, all interested should pay share of cost. {2079) Ad:
Jotning landholders would block on if fence put up.. That is only way of getting rid of vermin.
H. A.; Maildriver.—{2084) Travel road from Buarra to Quondong.  (2086) Good many dogs in the
country. (2087) Rabbits less ther they were last year. * (2082) If fence erceted on couity bounda
it would check the dogs coming from the éast. i

d—No. §9. ~ :;mnbg):
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number of dogs. {2096) Vermin come from the east, (2097) Fenee on county boundary would be
best. (2098) Government ought to pay cost if it is erected. (2103) In consequence of dogs last
-year, out of 1,200 ewes, only reared 100 lamhs, (2108) Government doing nothing to destroy dogs

- on their land. (2109) They should destroy vermin on their land. (2110} Pay 6d. a mile dog-tax,
(21138) If fence crected it will improve carrying capacity of land a great deal, {2117) Could pay
little towards cost of fence, but people cannst live in country if taxed much more. T

SCHUYLER, HENRY, Overseer for My, Riggs, at Mount Bryan Camp.-—(2122) Vermin new about

the same as twelve months ago. Rabbits not sg bad, but dogs worse. {2124) Dogs come on to the

+ country from the east, because no stock there, and they come in on to the sheep. (2126) A vermin. .
proof fence, from Morgan to Winnininnie, would be a great help in checking the dogs. | (2127)
Lessees should pay towards cost of erection of fence according to mileage.

‘WARNES, THOMAS, of Koomooloo.—(2131) Tn connection with question of vermin-proof fencing, use
should be made, as far as possible, of existing fences. Dogs are so bad that on 65,000 acres have
only 3,000 sheep. (2132) There are fences at present on the county boundary that wonld be avail- -
able for the purpose of netting, and would save over 24 rniles of new fence. {2133) 1If it were not
for wild dogs, could carry on 43,000 acres 8,000 ar 9,000 sheep.

PICK, JOHN Y. Stockowner, Braemor. —(2136) Occupy 18,843 acres under perpetual lease. (2139) Been
there fifteen months, and stocked country with sheep. (2143) Lost 800 sheep through dogs

{2144) Rabbits not troublesome. (2147) Dogs not bred on country. They come from the east.

(2149) Proposed feace would stop the dogs from coming. . (2151 If the fence is erected, th#

T Goverament should bear purt of the cost, and the lessees adjoining on the east and west, within 20
miles, should bear the ather portion, {2154) Gavernment should destroy vermin on the unoceupied

Crown lands., (2158) It would, no doubt, be beneficial if all the dams and surface waters were’
vermin-proofed. (2162) The best way of dealing with the question is to erect the fence and prevent
the dogs coming in, and make it compelsory for eversene to vermin-proof fence their dams and

surface waters. The Government to do the same on the unoceupied Crown lands.

Mc¢BRIDE, JAMES M., Sheepfarmer, Kooringn.—(2166) Country situated at Pine Valley acd Faraway, -
(2187) Area 630 square miles. Have between 8,00 and 9,000 sheep, and 590 or 600 head of cattle
on it. {2169) Two or three years ago had about 18,000 sheep and 200 catile.  (2171) Decreasé is
all in consequence of the verwin. (2172) Kabbits not as bad as they were. (2174) Wild dogs .
are very bad.  (2175) Destroy them principally by trapping and poisoning. (2178) Fenced in
dams with close timber 3ft. 10in high, but dogs jump over.  Barbed wire required over the waod.
(2177) If all the dams and surface waters wers femced with vermin-proof fencing, it would be -
effectual means of getting rid of dogs. (2179) Dogs come from hills to west, and from the
abandened country to the east. Country is overrun, 2ud will have ta be abandoned unless something
is done to check the plague, (2180) During last three years have had 12,000 sheep, beside ths
lambs, killed by dogs. (2181) If vermin-proof fence is erected from Morgan to Winnininnie it will-
have the effect of checking degs. (2182) The Government should erect the fence and charge
lessecs a fair tax, extended over a number of years, in proportion to distance from the fence.
(2183) Would rate for fifty miles hack on either side. (2186) Lessees complain of inaction of
Government in respect to unoceupied iand. (2188) Putting up twenty miles of verniin-proof fence
on county border at cost per mile of about £50 or £33, (2194) Lessees would be very glad to pay
their proportion of cost of erecting fence, and keep it in vepair if Government erect it. (2195 It
would increase the carrying capacity of the country.  (2196) If boundary fence were put up, all
the lessees would fence, and country ‘would all be fenced in in two or three years. :

SMITH, ANDREW, Manager of Mutooroo Stafjon —(2203) Dogs and rabhits not very troublesome.
(2205) Province boundary fence is proof against dogs and rabbits. (2209) Fence from Morgan ‘to
- - Winnininnie would prove of very great service. {2210} The lessees on' the east side shomld Tpay o »
half the cost of the fence. (2213} Destroy dogs by wire netting and poisoning and frippng:
(22158) It would mot ke of much wuse to ecompel landowners to vermin-proof their dems and surfage””
waters unless constantly looked after. (2217) Dogs will live a leng time without waler. (2220)
If Government erect the fence from Morgan to Winnininnie that wil] be all that is necessary. The

lessees ought fo do the rest.

McBRIDE, ROBERT JAMES, Station Marager at Pine Valley end Faraway.—(2224) Lost over 10,000
sheep in three years in consequence of the dogs. (2226} During eighteen months killed 126 dogs
at Faraway and Pine Valley with poisen and traps.  (2229) Wild dogs could be coped with if
every one were compelled to vermin-proof their dams. (2232) Government should be compelled to
destroy vermin on unoccupied Crown lands. (2233) Dogs are working from west to east. From
the unoccupied land in the ranges. * (2234) The proposed fence from Morgan to Winnininhis, if
erected, would prove of assistance. (2235) The lessees should bear their fair proportion of cost.
{2236) Rabbits are not bad at present. (2239 Erecting ferce along the county boundary at cost
of aboul £56 a mile. (2241) Fence is four wires, two barbed wires, and wire netting,

DUNEMANN. CHARLES, Grazier.—(2245) Rabbits not so bad as the dogs; can eope with the rabbits;
out of 1,936 sheep on March twelve months. shore only 1,180 owing to dogs. (2247) Trapping
and poisoning to get rid of them, (2249) Would be a good thing for Government to compel people
to vermin-proof fence their dams. (2252) Government should be placed on same footing as the - -
lessees with regard to destruction of verminon Crown lands.  (2255) Proposed ferce from Morgan

to Witnininnie would be of no assistance, as dogs come on to the country from the west.

HALFORD, WILLIAM HENRY, Grazier, Counties of Burra and Kimberley.—(??ﬁl) Rahbits are ve
: when there is water about; they are scarce now; the dogs are very troublesome. (2265) The
unoceupied Jands should be fenced off, and all natural waters fenced .in. (2366) .Both. the county
and the hundred boundaries should be fenced. (2267) The Government might allow cost of
to be refunded in ten annual instalments, the first to be paid after one season’s benefit, o
might erect the fence and charge 5 per cent. interest on the cost, and any persons adjoining
for an ordinary six-wire fence with a little over for vermin proofing. ST )
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WADE, WM. JNO., Owner of Panaramity Station.—(2273) During past year have had very much difficulty ™
~ in dealing with both rahbits and dogs. (2275 to 2280) Particulars of fence erected, which keeps
out rabbits and dogs. (2283) Are compelled to shepherd. (2284) Dogs come prineipally from
the east, on account of lot of country lying idle. (2287} Would be 'of areat sssistance if all were
compelled to vermin-proof all dams and surface waters. (u283} Line of fence from Morgan to
Winnininnie would be of great advantage. (2289) Government should pay half the cost and
parties benefited on either side the other half. (2291) Settlers would block on to it if fence
erected. (:294) Government should not be compelled to destroy vermin on their own land, if they
assisted in erection of vermin-proof fences. {2298} If country is fenced, the Pualco country would

be taken up. (2299) If the fence on the hundred boundary as well as that on the county boundary.; .-

was erected, all the unoceupied Crown lands would be taken up. (2303) If the Government erected
fence proposed, should expéct them to pay half cost incurred in erecting sixteen miles of fencing
on the boundary. (2307) All ere not carrying out conditions of lease with regard to vermin
destruction. (2312) Government should erect fence on county boundary, which is better than the
<hundred boundary, as the hundred boundary is too much south of the pastoral blocks., (Supple-.
“ mentary evidence.) Further particalars with regard te fence erseted. and losses and increasé in
sheep and also more detailed reply to question 2290.

GROWDEN, FREDERICK, Grazier, Counties of Herbert and Kimberley. —(2320) Have to shepherd stock.
(2321) Dogs very bad during last three years. Lost 1,000 sheep through dogs. {2329) No use to
vermin-proof fence wells and dams with unoccupied Government land all about, where dogs can get.
water. {2330) Government should destrny vermin on their unoccupied country. (2332) It would
be a good step towards getting rid of the vermin if_made compulsory to fence all waters. (2333)
Rabbits can be coped with easily. The only way to deal with the matter generally is for everyone
to vermin-proof fence. (2334) The Government should assist by giving concessions. It would
meet the difficulty if the Government were to provide the netting, and take payment in ten yearly
instalments. {2339) The erection of a fence on the county boundary would be the deathblow to
sattlers on the western side, as it would fence the vermin on to the land. (2842) The dog trouble .
is all from the west side and, if fence iz erceted, it should be on the hundred boundaries, to divide.
the farmers from ‘the graziers. (2343) They should pay equally. (2344) The farmers objected to-
fence on hundred boundaries before, because they were asked to pay three times as much as the

pastoralists. (2334} Settlers would rather have netting supplied to themw to erect their own ferces,

(2362) The farmers hold the rough country where dogs are bred. -

McLACHLIN, HUGH PATTERSOXN, Sheepfarmer and Grazier, Paratoo.—(2370) Had much tronble with -
rabbits and dogs for the past three years. (2372) Lost from 15 to 20 per cent. of sheep in
consequence of dogs. (2374} All damsare vermin-proofed. (2377) If all were compelled to fence .
dams and surface waters it would assist in destruction of vermin. It would not be efectual in -
exterminating the dogs. (2379) Government should underteke to fence all their waters the Bame
as the lessees. (2382) Hundred boundary fence would to a certain extent be better than the fence &
on the county boundary, as it would separate farmers from graziers. {2383) Parties on both sides
should contribute to cost when their land ebutted on fence, and the Government should take the
same position as others. (2388} Land is lightly stocked as they are afraid to stock bevause of the
dogs. (2394) Dogs come principally from within hundreds from the west. (2399) It would be of
of more advantage to the settlers to have wire netting supplied to them than to erect the proposed
fence. (2400) They would repay on time payment. (2401) The most beneficial thing would be
for the Government to advanca wire netting to be paid for by instalments.

DEY, A. McGREGOR, Grazier, Winnininnie.—(2404) Lived in district five years. 7{2405) Been much
troubled with rabbits and dogs. (2106) Rabbits worst, (2411) Government dught to either fence .

their land or destroy vermin. (241%) The best thing that could happen to the country would be for ..

the Government to allow the rent to be expended in fencing the pastoral leases. - (2423) Fende
erected on cournty boundary will pay. It would be wise also to fence the hundred boundarj
(2424} Rabbits not as bad as they were twelve monthg ago. They have been poisoned. ' {2428)
- Fair for lessees to pay half the cost of erection of proposed fences and Government the other half.
Lessees to keep fences in repair. =

BRENNAN, JOHN, Pastoralist, Siam and Coralbignie.——(2437) Have been very much troubled with wild
dogs. Rabbits have been got rid of. They have been killed and destroyed by the drought. Now
they are down could be kept down with poisoned sandalwood twigs and wheat, poisoned water, -
and wire netting. (2442} Dogs are causing serions loss, (2447) Destroy them by trapping. No
use attempting to destroy with poisoned water except in drought. (2449) Dogs come from the
unocoupied country. (2435) In consequence of dogs Government losing considerable amount of

rental. (2463) Government should destroy vermin on Crown lands adjoining leased lands. (2472) ...

If Government fenced off unleased areas it would not be fair to charge half the cost to adjoining
holders. (2482) If Government are prepared to pay half cost of boundary fences, those benefited
might be rated to make up the other half, (2491) Everyone tried best to keep down vermin.

{2494) Best plan for Government to adopt to destroy dogs is to fence the country. et

TURLEY, STEPHEN, Laborer, Port Augusta.~—{2503) Suffered from rabbits in the hundred of
Willundunga. . (2304) If get wire netting could cleer them off,

DIXON, J. A., Manager of Padura Run.—(2516) Wild dogs are a great scourge. (2515) Steps taken to .
© cope with them are- poisouing and trapping. (2519) Dogs jump 3ft. 8in. wire net fence. (2521)
Would not get over if barbed wire on top. (2322) If every run was fenced it would be veryguch
better than the Government erecting long lines of fence. The Government might assist by payin
half the cost. (2523) Unoccupied country adjoining, on which Government are doing nothing't
destroy the vermin. (2528) If Government were to erect fences between the unoccupied country
angd leased land, lessees would be prepared to pay half the cost... (2536) Netting is the only.thig

that will prove satisfactory in dealing with the difficulty. (25338} If .Government were to pr
- Wire netting to lessees, in the same way as it is to farmers, it would be availed of. '(2639) Pre
fences in most cases would be snitable for netting, with barbed wire on top of posts. {2540).ft-
" No 89, . would :
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would be of great assistance if everyome were compelled to fence in dams and surface waters.
(2544) Country held under conditions to destroy vermin and conditions are complied with. (2547)
‘Fhere is more vnleased country than lersed land in distriet. (2551) Wire net feace with two
parbed wires on the top would keep any dog out. (2354) [t would be an inducement for the
lessees to fence their runs if it were provided that they should own fencing improvements, so that
the incoming tenants should pay the outgoing tenants for them. (4360) Killed 130 dogs since last
November, ;

MORPHETT, HURTLE WILLOUGHBY, of Carcona~{2362) During 1889 and 1390 rabbits got very
numerous, but at the end of 1391 and 1892 they got killed out, and there are now a very few left, .
(2568} Dogs have been trouble for a long time. The great trouble began in year 1889-90. (2565) ~-
Memorandum showing losses in consequence of wild dogs from 1889 to 1893. (2366) Dogs come
fromi the south. (2572) Steps employed in destroying dogs are trapping and shooting. Yew are
got witk poisoned water. (2574) If country were isolated and dogs shut off, could cope with
difficulty. (2376} Wire-netting fence with two barbsd wires is sufficient to keep out dogs. (25378B)
Half cost of erection of fences not sufficient for Government to pay if they allow vermin to breed
on Crown lands. (2579) Better for each holding to be fenced separately. (2381) Erection of
fences would be justified by increased product of land. The Governmens would be able to let lands
at present unoccupied. {2583) Ft would help in getting rid of dogs if people were compelled to
fence and keep dams closed at night, and lay poisoned water. (2586) Government should be
compelled to destroy vermin on Crown lands. (2589} If fence erected lessees on whose land it
abutted should be compelled to keep it in repair. {2390) Puy 20s. a head for destruction of dogs.
Receive 5s. from Government, whick is raised by a rate of 6d. a mile, (2597) If Government erect”
fences would agree to have proportion of cost, say little under hal®, deducted from compensation
money due on expiry of lease. (2603} If doys increase very considerably it will lead fo
the abandonment of the country. (2613} Bulk of dogs are pure dingoes. (2617) Pastoral lessees
would largely avail themselves of wire netting if supplied to them by Government on easy terms of
payment. (2618) Return showing pumber of dingoes destroyed at Carouna from May, 1888, fo, .

- May 12th, 1893, S e

SUTHERLAND, HUGH, Manager, Caroona Station.—(2A19) Cenfirms statements iith respect to
vermin question made by Mr. Morphett. {2632} ‘The only way to cope with the vermin question ...
is the use of wire netting and barbed wire. (2624} Chief breeding places for dogs are in the South
towards Franklin Harbor, on the unleased Crown lands. (2626) Cheaper for Government to help
the lessees to fence than to destroy the vermin on Crown lands. (2627) Rabbits will live on roots.
without water. {2636) Rabbits will travel six or seven miles to get water.

KNOWLES, THOMAS, of Nonning.--(2637) Known district seventeen years. ({2638) Been tronbled very
much of late years with rabbits and dogs. (2643) Country that carried in 1888, 74,000 sheep,
would now be overstocked at 50,000, in consequence of rabbits. (20644) Rabbits killed all the bushes
except the salt bushes. (2646) Giving no trouble at present. 'The drought killed them,* (2648)
Would multiply if got series of good years. (2643) Best way to keep them under i8 to wire net all
the waters and lay poisoned water. {2659) Wild dogs first gave trouble in 1889. (266.) More
trouble now than they were in 1889, (2662) Are trapping, polsaning, and sheoting, to keep dogs
down. {2663) They come from mallee country on the coast, which is unleased Crown lands. (266€)

If unoccupied land were fenced off, should not be afraid of the dogs. (2668) Wire netting and
barbed wire fencing, if properly erected, would be an absolute barrier to wild dogs, (2869) Where
Crown lands are fenced off. cost of fence should be poid half by the Government and the other half
by the lessees benefited. (2674) Absolutely to have fixity of tenure.before anything can be done,
(2675) The whole district should pay cost of keeping fence in repair. (267() The Government . .
should be compelled to destroy vermin or pay to the lessees something towards the cost of destrace-, .
tion. (2678) Rabbits will live without water, getting moisture from roots of bushes.” (26
Return of scalps destroyed at Nonning.since February, 1893. :

RANKIN, ANGUS, Manager of Siam Station,—(2692) It is necessary, to he effective, that each indiv
L lease should be fenced. It is no good to erect ome line of fence. (2693) Destroyed fifty dogs a
Siam this year. (2696) Would make it compulsory to fence holdings. Where land abutted on-<
Crown lands, Government should contribute half the cost. (2698) Rabbits will not live in saltbush -
ecuntry without water. They will live on other bushes. (2701) If Government supplied lessees -
with wire netting to be paid for in teén annual instalments, with interest added, it would be of great
assistance. T

BEVISS, EDWARD, Overseer of Thurlga Station.—(2706) Rabbits first became a nuisence about five years .
ago; they came from the south. (2708) SuHered very serious loss, as they killed all the bushes in
many places, making a great difference in carrying capacity of the country. (2717) Rabbits not .
giving much trouble at present, as they were killed by the drought. (2721) Poisoned water and
poisoned sandalwood most useful means of destroying the rabbits. (2723) Not any great results
from phosphorised wheat. (2724} Dogs been very bad for three or four years past, and have
increased very much lately., (2726) Doing utmost by trapping and poisoning to destroy vermin..---
(2728) If runs were fenced in, could cope with vermin on the land. (272%) Better to fence in
each individual holding than to run long lines of fence to cut off the invested country. {2730) Dogs
come from unleased Crown lands to the south.. {2732) As Government require lessees to destroy
vermin, they should keep their own lands clear.. (2737) Fence Jft. in height, with 3#. of wire- -
netting, and two barbed wires would be proof against dogs. (2738) It would be fair for cost of . -
boundary fences, to cut off infested country, if erected. to be devided between Government and the
lessees.  {2739) A lot of dogs would be killed if an Act were passed making it compulsory th ‘3}1
surface waters, dams, and waterholes should be fenced. {2741} Pay 20s. for pure yellow din
and 10s. for half-bred dogs. (2746) Strychnine more effectual than arsenic for poisoning’ do
{2749) If fence were erected to cut off the Crown lands, and then the provisions for the des

- -of vermin strictly énforced on the part of the Government as. well as private persons, it would proy
-effectual in ridding the country of wild dogs. (2752) The best way to cope with the difficulty

divide the country into vermin districts, and have an assessment made; the money to be‘appli

payi
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paying for scalps. (2762) As the Government are doing nothing to destroy the dogs on’ the.
unoccupied lands, cannot cope with the difficulty sufficiently to be enabled ta hold the country,
(2772} Government and lessees would be assessed alike to provide a scalp fund. {2779) Blacks’
dogs are a great nuisance; their dogs should be limited. (2784) Rabbits will elimb over net fence
2ft. 6in. high; they will also bite through wire netting.

HAMP, JOHN CHIP, of Thurlge.—(2794) Been in district thirty years. ({2796) Lost a good deal by
rabbits. (2799) The only way in which fencing would be beneficial would be to enclose each
separate lease. (2802) The amount contributed by the lessees—8d. a mile --is ndt sufficient
to provide for a scalping fund. Even if it were 1s. rate the (lovernment should subsidise it.
(2807) Tt wonld not pay the lessées to fence at the present rate of rental, The country should be .
divided into vermin districts for the purpose of rating, and committees should be appointed who
would fix the rates to he levied and the amounts to be paid for sealp money. (2810) The committee
should be elected by the taxpayers in the district, (2812) Three persons would be sufficient for
the committee. '

BEVISS, ARCHIBALD, Storekeeper, Yardea Station.—(2815) Tn district eighteen years, (2817) Disap-
prove of Government erecting vermin-proof fence, which would prove of no benefit. The fence
would be 250 miles long, and would cost not less than £30 a mile. Maintenance and interest would
cost £850 a year. (2818) Rabbits get under the fences, bite through the wires, and also crawl
over. (2819) Rabbits decreased very much of late, They have been killed off by the drought.
(2821) A vermin district should be proclaimed, and the Government and lessees fssessed alike. A
levy of 1s. or 2s., or perhaps for the first year 2s.6d.,a mile should be made. (2822} The

- Government should have the handling of the mouney. (2826) Forty shillings could be paid for dog
scalps, and threepence for rabbits’. (2827) Blacks' dogs are o trouble. They ought only to be

allowed to keep useful dogs.

PARTRIDGE, THOMAS, Manager of Yardea Station.—(2834) Rabbits first made appearance about twelve
years ago. They hegan to get numerous about six years ago, and four years ago they overspread
the vountry, (26836) They destroyed the bushes, and reduced the carrying capacity of the country.
(2838) It has been reduced oue-third. (2839) Rabbits decreased very much on account of the
drought.  (2841) Paid the blacks in one season for over 100,000 rabbit sealps. (2842) Found
phosphorised wheat ineffective. (2843) Rabbits will no doubt inerease und hecome & pest again if
seasons are good, but will not overrun the country as they did before, hecause a great number of
bushes on which they lived have been entirely destroyed. (2845) Wild dogs first became a serious
trouble about three years ago. {2847) They are coming up from the unoccupied country to the
south. (2851} Better to declare vermin distriets than to fence with vermin-proof fencing, districs -

sugzested having for its boundary a line from the south-east of Lake Gairdener to a point north of

Port Augusta ; then another line from Lake Gairdener to the coast, north-west of Streaky Bay,

between Streaky and Denial Bays. (2852) Areaincluded in propesed district 27,500 miles: {2854)

It would take a rate of 2s. 6d. a mile at first, but rate could be reduted as dogs became less

numercus.  (2833) Government should contribute to rate. (2856) Country is not worth wire

netting. It would nol pay to enclose each lease. (2857) Vermin-proof fencing in district wounld
cost £60 a mile. (2859) Owners would not object to pay 2s. 6d. a mile rate. (2862) Would only
apply money raised to destruction of dogs. (2865) The scalping system so far as rabbits are
concerned is useless. If it were made compulsory, and were done before summer sets in, to enclose
all wells, dams, and natural waters that last long without rain, it would be effectual in destroying
both rabbits and dogs. (2868) People interested in district proposed, would recommend suitable
persons to the Government, and the Gavernment would sppoint pevple to administer the fund.

(2870) Ordirary station fencing with wire netting attached will not keep out’dogs. With a barbed

wire on top it would keep them out. (2874) If Governmeat supplied wire netting to pastoralists on

e.

ur

same terms as it is supplied to farmers, lessees in district would not avail themselves of it. (2882)... -

Unless something is done to check the ravages of the dogs, the country will be abandoned. (2883) .

Dogs nearly all pure dingoes. Blacks keep great number of dogs, and when they shift camp ‘the

leave dogs to spread over the country. (2884) Government should see that the blacks do not ke

) so many dogs. ‘ : ' .
CRAWFORD, WILLIAM MILROY, Manager of Yartoo Station.—(2890)-Concur with evidence of Mr,
Partridge  (2592) Lessees would not go in for fencing becauve losses have been so heavy with the

wild dogs. (2894) Government should take some steps to limit the number of dogs kept by the

blacks. (2895} Government should be placed in exactly the same position as the lessees with

respect to the destruction of vermin on their lands. '
McKENZIE, W. M., of Paney.-—(2896) Known district about fourteen or fifteen years. (2897) During that
time been very much troubled with rabbits. They were worst three years ago. (2899)-The

carrying capacity of the country has been reduced half in consequence. (2900) Rabbits not as bad

now. The drought killed them. Lessees poisoned thousands. (2903) In a good season they may
get bad, but will never increase to their previous numbers. (2905) Wild dogs are much worse.
- (2906) At Karcaltaby stock deceased from 50,000 to 10,000, in consequence of the dogs principally.
(2910) Dogs come from the unoccupied lands between Franklin Harbor and Paney.. (2912)
Government should erect beundary fences, and charge the cost to the lessees on both sides.
Lessees only paying half cost when fence was on boundary of Government lands. (2013} Vermin

will live a great part of the year without water. (2916) Country will be abandoned unless Govern- .

ment take steps to check the ravages of the dogs. (2923) Best method of dealing with difftculty is
“to form district, and levy rate on all land within its boundaries. ' (2943) I7 the Qovernment would
destroy dogs on unoccupied lands, there would not be much trouble in keeping them down. ({2947)
Prefer rating to fencing. Difficult country to fence. (2951) Agree with proposal to proclamm the’
whole of the country to south, including Gawler Ranges, vermin distriet, and raté leased land and
Government land alike. - (2957) Enough rabbits live without water to breed up again.- -(2958)
- Will not overrun: country again, as bushes are eaten.  (2862) All dogs caught have ‘been’ i
“--:dingoes. (2972) Lessees could not afford to pay rate of 2s. 6d. a mile. (2975) It would re
more than £3,000 to exterminate the dogs. E -
No, f9.
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THOMPSON, A. G., of Talia.—(2982) Troubled with dogs, but not with rabbits at present. (2983)

Government should rate all the country, leased and unoccupied as well, and raise a fund to be
expended on scalps.  (2958) It would take rate of 3s. or 4s. a mile to provide sufficient money.
(2989} In district council farmers avail themselyes of the privilege of obtaining netting on deferred
payments to fence against rabbits. Tt hay been a great success in fencing out the rabbits. (2991)
Doubtful if it would prove effectual against dogs.if two barbed wires were added, making fence
4ft. (3000) To cope with vermin difficulty formed a vermin fund, and in eighteen months
destroyed 370 scalps. Paid 20s. for scalps. About thirty people contributed ; 2ll who had sheep .
in the distriet as far as thirty miles below Elliston. : T

CRAWFORD, JOHN, Sheepfarmer, Karcultaby.—(3009) Rabbits got moderately thick seven or eight

years ago. Really bad four years ago. At their worst two years ago. (3011) In comsequence of the
rabbits the carrying capacity of the country and the rental value of the land has been reduced one-
half. (8012) Not likely to be bred up again in consequence of having eaten up the bushes. _
(3016) Losses from the wild dogs have been terrible ; in six years lost 42,000 sheep, and all the
increase besides, chiefly through dogs. (3020) Dogs come chiefly from the unoccupied Crown
lands in the direction of Franklin Harbor. .(3024) If that land were fenced off, could deal with the
dogs and keep them down. (3029) Best way to deal with the vermin difficulty is to proclaim a
vermin district, and levy a rate on all land inside which would provide a fund {or destruction of
wild dogs. (3032) A rate of 2s. 6d: a mile would bring in £3,200, which would be ample for the
first year. (3086) Government should collect the rate and appeint a board of three members to do#
the work. (3040) Would pay 20s. for scalps. (8044} Government should- be-responsible for the
destruction of dogs on unoccupied Crown lands. (3046} It would not be worth while to erect
fences, as cost would be too heavy. (3048) Can deal with the dogs without fencing. {3061) Nothing -
but fencing will protect farmers’ crops from rabbits. (3064) Cheaper for Government to put men

on to destroy vermin on Crown lands than to vermin-proof the country. . (3069} Board should have
power to enforce the enclosing of all surface waters. -(3074) Blacks’ dogs destroy the sheep: police™
should see that they kept only cne dog each. (3084) Have not found poisoned water very snceessful -
in destruction of dogs. :

CRAWFORD, WILLIAM MILROY, Karcultaby.—(3090) A rate of Zs. a mile would be quite sufficient.

BETTS,

(3091) The. dogs that the blacks are permitted to keep should be reduced in number; the
Government should instruct the police to destroy the surplus dogs. (3092) Instead of appointing
a board for the proposed district, the Land Office could do the work in the same way s they do,
now with respect to the sixpenny rate. (3093) Unless something is done to destroy the dogs, the
leases will be abandoned. (3095) Farmers within the proposed district, who do not keep sheep
and hold under a mile, might be exempt from rate. B

WILLIAM HENRY, Storckeoper and Farmer, Streaky Bay.— (8100 Rabbits were a great .
nuisazce. They reduced the carrying capacity of the run one-half. (3103) They are not so bad as
they were. (3103) The drought destroyed them. (3106) No doubt they will breed up again in
good seasons. (3107) The only way for agriculturists to deal with them is to fence: (3108) Wire
netting supplied to farmers by the district counsil has proved of great benefit. (3110) Guvernment
will be repaid without loss. (3111) Too much waste land in distriet to get large areas to unite

in one line of fence. (3112) Fences have proved effectuel in stopping the xabbits. (3113) Rabbits
cannot get over the mnetting. (3113) All are satisfied with liberality of terms on which netting is
supplied. Peocple who pay cash should be allowed discount, and price should be reduced to those
who pay in five years instead of ten. (3117) Government should destroy the wild dogs on their
breeding grounds, the unleased lands between the Gawler Ranges and [ranklin Harbor. (3118)
The runs afford a breeding ground for rabbits. (3121) To assist settlers with regard to destrnction
of dogs land should be leased at purely nominal rent. If land cannot be lgased Government should
fence the dogs up. It would not be just to charge adjoining lessees with any portion of the c
(3125) No objection to proposed vermin district with rate of 2s. 6d. a mile, if farmers who havé
interest in the destruction of wild dogs are excluded. (3130) Agriculturists perfectly satisfied
with being able to obtain wire netting on easy terms. (3133) Would assist in destruction of dogs™"
if all waters were enclosed with vermin-proof fencing. (3136) Rabbits kept down with wire netting
and peisoned wheat and sheaoak tops. (3148) Farmers would not object to pay interest on wire
netting advanced. (3155) Wire netting supplied by eouncil only for outside boundaries. (3186)
No difficulty in collecting the amounts due. (3157) Still necessary to fence against rabbits in
district, but they are less now than they have been during the past eight years. (8169) Farmers
suffer no loss from dogs.

PEARCE, GEORGE HEXNRY, Sheepfarmer, Calca.—{3176) Rabbits are dying out. (3178) Likely thefﬁfv--

;,HEWIS

will breed up again in good season. (3180) Poison during month of Mareh with arsenic mixed

with bran and chaff. Other means of destruciion is trapping. (3182} Good idea to make it com-

pulsory to enclose surface waters, but it is impracticable in muny places. (3183) Government have.

done a good thing in providing wire netting on such easy terms. (3184) Suffered very heavy loggeg— =

last year from dogs.. (3185) Endeavor to cope with the difficulty by trapping., (3187) Dogs

come from the Courtaby run principally. (3189) Government should assist the landholders in the
destruction of dogs by reduction of rent. ({3196) Lost between 600 and 700 lambs beside 600 -
sheep last year by dogs chiefly. (3202) Dogs causing trouble are all pure dingoes. (3208)
Barbed wire feneing is of no use against dogs. (3209) Goveroment should compel lessees to carry

out the conditions of their leases, but should do a little more to assist. (3210) Pastoralists-are i
doing all they can to destroy dogs on their property. :

ON, WILLIAM THOMAS, of Streaky Bay.—(3213) Dogs and rabhbits have been source of v
much trouble, but the rabbits are not troublesome at present. (3214) They have eaten up alll
bushes and cannot live through the summer. .(3216) Government should not do more than
are doing, by granting wire netting, to assist in keeping rabbits down. (3218) Government sholl
assist in killing the dogs by fencing or helping the pastoralists to fence. (3221) Rate should n
be levied to provide fund to destroy dogs. Pastoralists should destroy the dogs and the Gov
ment allow for it out of rent. (3224) Very hard on the lessees if conditions of lease for verit

: : destructd
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L]
destruction were enforced.  (3226) Destroy dogs by poisoning and trapping. (3231) If country
towards the coast were cleared of vermin, some cof it which is good land would be taken up. (3232)
- If country were oceupied it would be much easier to cope with the vermin diffieulty.

SCOTT, ANDREW, Farmer and Grazier, Bramfeld, near Elliston.—(3236) Rabbits first gave much
much trouble in 1886. (3237) They are bad at present. Wire netting has not heen in general
use, so they are increasing. (3242) Wire netting keeps out rabbits in a measure, but is not an
effectval cure. (3243) They get under the netting and some jump over it. (3246) Nothing better

to be done than to encourage the use of wire netting (3248) Outside people lose from 20 to 70 L

per cent. of their sheep through dogs. (3252) They come from the scrub country between Polda *
and Franklin Harbor, which is unoccupied Crown lands. (3257) Government skould be placed on
same footing as lessees with respect to vermin destruction. (8260) Resolution passed at meeting
of pastoralists and other lessees favoring proclamation of a vermin district with rate of 2s. 6d. a
..~ mile on all lands for destruction of dogs. (3263) Farmers not owning sheep should be exempt
¢ fromrate. (82069) Fencing is too expensive way of coping with dogs. (3277) No difficulty with
= respect to payments for netting supplied. ¢3280) Vermin Suppression Act works satisfactorily.
 (3285) Poisoned wheat ansywers purpose of rabbit destruction. (3290} Council kas no power to
supply netting for pastoral leases. (3297) If cleared of vermin, and offered at a low rental, land
unoccupied between Elliston and Yardea would be taken up, (3301) Not troubled with natives’ dogs.

DENNISON, JOHN, Farmer and Grazier, Mount Wedge.—(3311) Have sustained much loss in conse-
quence of rabbits and wild dogs. (3312) When rabbits came firss, four years ago, lost all the

crops. (3314} Not nearly as bad as they were. (3816) Wire netting should enly be supplied to - — -

wheatgrowers. Not necessary to take any other steps to deal with the rabbits. {3319) In
matter of vermin destruction Government should be placed in the same position as private persons.
(8320) Lost about 20 per cent. during last year through wild dogs, and they are increasing at
present. (3322) They are coming from between Frapklin Harbor and the hundred of Tinling,
which is Government land, unocenpied and unleased. (3325) Settlers are doing their best to keep
down the dogs by poisening and trapping, and they subscribed to a fund to pay for scalps, but were
unable to cope with the dogs. (3331) Agree with resolution passed at meeting to form district.

(3335) Those who do not keep sheep should be exempt from the tax. (3343) Lessees do their =~

best to comply with conditions in leazes to destroy vermin. If lessees are compeiled to destroy, the
Government should destroy vermin on unoceupied lands.

WIADROWISKEI, ANTON, Farmer and Grazier, Elliston.—(3351) Last year had to give up one paddock on
account of the vermin, and partly because the rent was too high.  (3258) In eight months lost 360
sheep entirely on account of wild dogs. (3267) Rabbits are very troublesome. The Government
should do something to keep down the vermin. If lessees are compelled to destroy, the Govern-
ment should also destroy. (3372) Wire npetting is not granted to graziers. It would be of no
benefit if 'it were. (3374} Agree with resolution passed at meeting to form district. (3376) Go-
vernment should contribute the 2s. 6d. rate, and also give small scalp money. (3378) Can protect
against rabbits, but not against wild dogs. .

HAWSON, GEORGE GREGORY. Manager of Pold» Station.—{3331) Concur in evidence of previous
witnesses. (#383) In consequence of dogs, lessees have had to surrender their leases. (3335}
Since shearing of 1892 lost 500 sheep in consequence of wild dogs.

MYERS, DANIEL ROBERT, Farmer and Grazier, Elliston.—(3398) Disagree with proposal that settlers
asscss themselves.  The Government should contribute 25 per cent. of all rents of leased lands for
purpose. Government should do no more than that. (3400} All colony should be regarded as one
district. (3401} Farmers and graziers obtaining netting from Government and erecting vermin- .
proof fences should have a twenty-one years' extension of their leases from time the fence 18 erected.™

{3403) If 25 per cent. of rents set apart for vermin destruction, district eouncils ponld administer - .
the fund. .(3408) System of supplyiug wire netting by council is unfair, as, if farmer’s land abuis
on pastoral lease, the pastoral lessee cannot get wire to do his half of the fence. ’

CROWE, JAMES H., Farmer and Sheepfarmer, Elliston.—(3415) Describes working of vermin board
formed in the district. (3416) Losses through dogs alone in four years were from 4,000 to 5,000
sheep. {3417) Dogs are as bad to-day, or worse. than when they first started. Caanot continue
destruction unassisted.  (3421) Proposed district is too large. Each county should be proclaimed
a vermin distriet. (3422) Sufficient money would be raised by a rate of 2s.°6d. a mile on all lands
to deal with the question.  (3426) If Government do not make a stand at once to get rid of dogs
the country will be abandoned.

.GUNN, WILLIAM, Farmer and Grazier, near Elliston.—(3429) Coneur with Mr. Crowe that each county -—-
should be proclaimed a vermin-district. (3430) Suffer from dogs coming from the unoteupted
Crown lands. (3431) Means suggested are the best means of coping with the diffieulty.

WOLLASTON, GEORGE G., Sheepfarmer, Lake Hamilton Station, near Sheringa.—(3437) Rabbits have
been very bad, but at present are not giving much trouble. {3439} Much more trouble with dogs
than with rabbits. (3442) Government should be placed on the same footing as private pensons
with respect to destruction of vermin. All the dogs come from the unoceupied lands. {8446} Dogs
weré brought on to- the country by the rabbits. (3447) Dogs got much worse during last two or

+ three years. (3448} Best means of checking them would be to fence off the coast counfry with o
dog-proof fence, run so as to shut off the coast and scrub. (8449) Pig netting should be used, as -
rabbit netting is too frail. (3450) The Government should pay a good. portion of the cost, and all
inside the enclosed area who are bepefited the other portion.  (3454) Fence with rabbit net and
two barbed wires wili keep back dogs. (3459) Failing the erection of fence, proposed a rate should

.. be levied on all land to provide 2 fund for paying for scalps.. (3460) Proposed fence should rig
. from Streaky Bay to a point southwards, so as fence off all the Government lands from the oceup:
_eountry. (3462) It would be cheaper and beiteT to declare vermin district than to. erect fen
" “fence would be very costly. - (3463) If the fence is erected the Government should pay half the.
cost and the settlers the other half, on easy terms of payment. (8479) Chiefly pure dingoes that;
"‘cause the trouble. o o © DEARMAN,:
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DEARMAN, DAVID C,, Stockholder, Hundred of Homburg.—(3488) Had wuch trouble during past few
years from dogs and rabbits. (3489) Very much better to declare # vermin district and levy a rate
to provide a fund for scalping than to erect any fence. (3490) Government should pay a rate on
the unoccupied country. (3497) Fencing will not pay, and is not an efficient barrier against
vermin; the rabhits bite through the meshes of fine netting.  {3501) Council supply netting, not
money, - (3502) Basis of subscription to the district tund far destruction of dogs is 2s. 6d. per 100
sheep. (3504) Which provided sufficient to pay 10s. per scalp. ‘

LAIDLAW, WALTER, Farmer, Hundred of Kiana.—(3508) The rabbits first made their appearance five
years ago. (3509) Lost 50 per cent. in consequence of them. ({3511) Best way of dealing with *_
tbe difficulty would be to proclaim a verriin district, and levy a rate to providea scalp fund. "
(3512) Mistake to pay scalp money for rabbits; would only pay for dogs. :

TELFER, JAMES, Station Manager, Port Lineoln.—(3515) Wild dogs given mare trouble lately; can
easily cope with the rabbits. (3520) Kill dogs by trapping and poisoning. {3531) Poisoned water
10 use, as there is toco much water about. (3324) A good deal of unoccupied Crown land in district,
and Government are doing nothing to destroy dogs. (3525) The (tovernment should be placed in
same position as private persons. (3326} Could cope with the difficulty if an Act were passed com-
pelling lessees to pay so much for stock or land, and the Government to subsidise the amount raised.
(3527} 1 vermin districts were declared, and the Government lands were rated as well as lensed
land, it would azssist, but would not be enough. (3528) District proposed is too large; would suit
bvetter if district formed by & line from the nerth of Plank Point running west to Anxious Bay.
(3531) Pay 20s. for scalps, and get no assistance from the district council. (8339) Lost 200 or *
300 sheep out of 10,000 during the last two or three years through dogs. (3540) The dogs come
from the unoccupied Crown lands. (3549) Pastoralists could mot afford to avail themselves of
netting if supplied to them by the Government on the same terms as it is to the farraers. (3550)
Government should subsidise amounts spent in destruction of dogs on private lands as well as on
their own leesed land. (8559) Rabbits are not giving much trouble to farmers. (3564) Couneil
grant wire netting to nearly every applicant. (3567) Some of the land is so bad that the Council
could not recommend it. )

SWAFFER, E. D., Farmer, Hundred of Yaranyacka.—(3573) Rabbit trouble first commenced four or five __ _
years ago. They are not very bad and seem to be dying out. Can cope with the difficulty mow.
(3575) Not necessary to do more than at present in enabling farmers to obtain netting on easy
terms. (3377) An association was formed and a rate levied of 1s. & hucdred on sheep to form a
scalp fund to deal with the dogs. It was in force about two or three years, and a number of dogs
were got rid of. (3584) The Government should pay for the destruction of dogs on the unocenpied
Crown lands. (3385) Best way of dealing with the question is to raise a fund by levying'a tax of
so much per hundred on sheep, which should be subsidised by the Government. (3588) District
could be formed by a line from Cape Burr to Point Drummond. (3589) Proposal to wire net fence
the country is ridiculous. Fences would be liable to destruction by fire, or to be cartied away by
floods. (3391) Most of the farmers keep sheep, and the dingoes affect them as much as the rabbits.

3595) Rabbits will not increase egain, as their natural enemies, cats and iguanas, will keep them .
down. {3598) Interest should be added om wire netting supplied by the couneil. (3599) Wire
netting should be distributed to individual holders, rather than erect boundary line of vermin-proof
fence. (3609) Have wire netting erected which obtained from the Government, payable by ten
instalments. (2620) Height of fence is 4ft. Netting and two wires. It keeps out dogs. (3623)
Blacks' dogs are a great nuisance. (3628) They should be restricted to ore dog for each adult
male. ‘

HAIGH, WILT.IAM, Sheepfarmer, Port Lincoln.—~(3631) Indorse evidence of Mr. Swaffer. (3632) Do -
not lose many sheep in consequence of the dogs. (3636) Suffer from coast disease; not from.dogs. |

OSWALD, E. P. G., Landholder and Sheepfarmer, Warratta Vale and Big Swamp.—(3639) In district
nineteen years. (8640) Suffered heavy losses from dogs, but not much from rabbits, because the
country is isclated by wire netting. Can 'cope with the rabbit difficulty. (3642} Since 1888 Jost
18,000 odd sheep, the majority being killed by wild dogs. (3644) They come from . -

v the unoccupied country. (3645) Reason they are so thick is that they could easily
get rabbits for food for their young in the unoccupied country. Thea the dingoes
got crossed by the tame dogs, and their breeding powers were invigorated. (3646) The
proposition of the Gawler Range people for an imaginary line to bound a district
would be no use whatever. It would be better to erect femzes, then dogs could be killed
(8647) The cost of fences, if erected, should be paid by a tax levied on all who are protected, in
proportion to the land they held in the protected area. When the fence is on the boundary of
Crown lznds the Government should pay half the cost. (3649) Each county might be a separate ™
district by being fenced off. (3651} It would not cost more than d. per acre, and with ten years
to pay it in, would be no great hardship. (3652) Length of fence on Flinders boundary would be
about sixty miles, and would cost about £1,800. (3655 to 3658) Pay 30s. for scalps. Sometimes
as much as £5 is paid for same dog, as all neighbors contribute something, (3659) Wild dogs have
no idea of jumping over netting. (3664) Rabbits will not get through netting fences. (3663) No
danger of rabbits breeding up again, as natural ememies will keep them down. If vermin-proof
fence is erected from shore to-shore, and a rate levied on sheep, or on the land which is unoccupied
at so much & mile, the country could scon be cleared. (3683) It would be hetter, instead of con-
tinuing to pay for scalps, to vermin-proof fence along the county boundaty and then combine to
‘ e destroy the dogs. . i
Wi PROVIS, F. J., Farmer, Hundreds of Stokes and Yaranyacka.—(3687) Not been troubled much with rabbits;
: ' o but very much with dogs. (3688) No difficulty in coping with the rabbits. (3689) Had one mile.:
©x . of wire netting from the council, and saved the price of it the first year. (3690) Losses from dogs
‘ ‘average 150 sheep a year; keep about 600 sheep. {36933 A vermin-proof fence should '
"along the boundavy of the county of Flinders, and the District Cotincils Act amended, givio
i R _ to levy a tate for the destruction of dogs inside. (3697) It would be necessary to levy & rate:o
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about 6d. a hundred sheep. ({3699) The Government should contribute something for the unoe-
cupied Crown lands, which are really ihe breeding grounds for the wild dogs. {3702) Member of
Port Linceln distriet council.  (3704) Council comply with all applications for netting if the security-
is sufficient. (3709 to 3719) Willshire's application was refused, as the security was not considered

-sufficient. (3723) Fence will not keep out dogs. (8724} Excellent policy for Government to grant

wire netting to farmers. Would not grant it to pastoralists. They should be able to pay for it. .

{3728) Best way of dealing with the dogs is to fence the county boundary line from coast to coast
with a dog-proof fence. (3731) The Government should pay hal? the cost, and when it abuts on
Crown lands they should pay all, (3733) Wire netting fence keeps out rabbhits and wallabies.
(3737) Five barbed wires without net would resist wild dogs. (3788) Two barbed wires above
netting would keep them out. (3745} If fence eracted it may be fair for all within to contribute to
the coaat—farmer, squatter, and (Government—if a sliding scale were made, those further from the
fence paying less than those nearer. .

DUTTON, C. W., Station Manager, at Yallana and Coffin’s Bay.—(3748) In favor of erecting 2 fence along

the county boundary. (3749) ‘I'c destroy the dogs after fence is erected a rate should be levied on
all who are inside the district, the Government land te pay so much a mile. The cost of erecting
the fence should be borne by all within the line. Bach should contribute alike, in proportion to area
of land held, the Government bearing their shate. Where fences are already erected on the
houndary, the cost, with the vermin proofing added, should be borze by those living inside. (3750)
Lose from 1,000 to 1,500 sheep a year through dogs oust of from 35,000 to 40,000, (3751) Six years
ago vermin-proof fence was erected at Coffin’s Bay, consisting of wire net with two plain wires above,
and sinece that time no sheep have been killed inside, although dogs have been killed immediately
abutting on the fence. (3755) Dogs come principally from the Crown lands. (3758) Doing all that
could possibly be done to destroy dogs. (3762) Expended £25 within the last six months on
destruction of dogs. (3764) Government should contribuie to vermin proof the district. That
wanld ha cheaper than to supply small helders with netting, (2767) If the Government subsidise
scalp money it would not have the szme effect as vermin-proof fencing would. It would teand to
diminish the numbers, but would not be an effectual cure. The only effectual means is to fence the
country. (3771) The district council should be empowered to levy a zate on stock, (3777) Cannat
gontinue to hold the country unless something is done to protect from dogs.

FOULDS, JAMES ANGUS, Farmer, near Cleve.—(3785) Not]much trouble with rabbits and dogs, but

EVANS,

wallabies very troublesome. (3786) Keep dogs to kill rabbits or they would be a trouble. (3787)
Rabbits are very bad on unoccupied country. The wire netting supplied by the Government is a
great safeguard against rabbits.” (3792) The Government should not be called upon to destroy the
vermin on Crown lands, but should pay part of the cost of wire netting the country. (3793} It
would not be so costly to wire net the Crown lands as to destroy the vermin. (3798) No use to
attempt to destroy vermin without fencing, but it is a waste of money to fence in counties. {3799}
If lessees put up wire netting the Government should pay half the cost when adjoining Crown

"lands. (3801) It weuld be fair to charge lessees interest at the rate of 4 per cent. on cost of netting

supplied to them by the Government. (3810) Conditions of ledse cannot be carried out, as it would
ruin some if they were compelled to desitroy vermin, (3822) Good policy to supply netting to
individaal holders.

HENRY GEORGE, Farmer, near Cleve, —{(3850) The ravbits have done little harm, but the dogs
have killed several sheep. Can cope with the rabbits. (3831) Erecting four miles of wire nett.mcr
(8855) Scheme for settling the country by building a railway from Armo Bay and conserving water
suggested as best way to cope with the vermin difficulty. (3860) Dogs come from unoceupied
Crown lands. (3865) Government should provide netting only for outside boundaries which might

inelude half a dozen bolders. (3867} No good attempting to destroy vermin unless land is fenced.~

FORBES, WILLIAM, Farmer, Cleve.—(3870) Farming land should be fenced in by a line of fencing

erected from a point twenty miles to the north of Franklin Harbor to Arne Bay. The line should

form a half-circle, running round all the farm land, dividing it from the grazing land. ({3872) The
fence should consist of netting and two barbed wires, and then at certain times every year the
farmers within the area should be compelled to destroy the vermin. (3873) The Government
should pay their share to the cost of erecting the fence.

MELROSE,JAMES, Chairman of the Franklin Harbor District Council.—(3877) Resided in district sixteen

years. {(3878) Always a gocod many rabbits, and they have been on the increase again lately.
(3879) The principle of supplying wire netting to the farmers is a good one, but the delays that
occur are very inconvenient. (3881) If Government were to grant a larger amount farmers would
be prepared to pay interest on the cost at the rate of 3 or 4 per cent. (3832) Sustained very con.
siderable loss in consequence of wild dogs ; letter setting out losses sustained. (3884) Government
are taking .no action with respect to destruction of the dogs. They should be placed in the same
position a4 private persons. (3886) County Jervois would be too large for one district. One
district might be formed by starting a line from south of Blank Point and running due west fifty-five
miles, thence due soutk to the coast. (3887) All benefited should contribute to cost of erection of
the fence. (3888) Whole district should be rated to destroy vermin inside, Government con-
tributing us well us private holders. {3890) Description of experimental fence erected to test its
capablhtles in resisting dogs as well as wallabies and rabbits. (3891) Such a fence would cost for
erection and materm]s £45 a mile. ~ (3893) If lower wires were cmitted the fenee would he o
failure. {3899) Recommend fence as described as boundary fence for districts. (3903) Both

‘rabbits and dogs are important questions in the distriet. (3905) Would rate the district for scalp

fund as well as fence it. {3909) Vermin distriets could be managed by the district councils. (3911)

Councils use discretion in recommending advances for wire nettmcr (3914) Those whose land is

already netted would not: be liable to rate. (8919) Council have received from Government wire
netting to value of £850. * (3920) System suggested would suit both farmers and graziers. (3923)

Repayments for nettmg have been kept up. (3927) Council supplies netting, not cash. (3930)
Killed seventy dogs since January, WAKE,
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EDWIN, Farmer, Elbow Hill. Hrindred of : lawker.-{3033) Ten years it district. ~ (3935) Ome
thousand bags warse off during last ten‘years in consequence of the rabbits: “(8936) Rabbits ot
inereasing for the last two or three years,’ (8937) Wallabies are as great a trouble 'as rabbits.
(3940) Got one and three-quarter miles of netting from the council, and found it of great benefit.
{3941} Itwould be less expensive to the State if each farmer protected his own land agninst vermin.
Yt would be an advantage if three or four combined and fenced together. (3942) It is notpossible to
clear the rabbits and wallabies off large areas; thereforé it would be useless for the Government to
fence. (8944) Government should assist dettlers to cope with difficulty Dy supplying them with

- ‘wire netting. -, No applicant would object to pay 4 per cent. interest, 13947) Farmers compelled

i to" shepheid their sheep. *(3945) Dttg Thest 1o coinphy With covétiant it lease to destroy vermin.

JACOBS

(3958) Would grant wire netting to pastoralists with interest addeil. "(3961) Agred witht scheme pro-
posed by Mr. Melrose. - (3969) Wallabies are very bad. “They breed on the scrubby land adjoining.

, WILTIAM, Farmer, Hundred of Miltalie.—(3974) The only effectual way of dealing with rabbits
and wallabies is to pass an Act compelling-settlers to° combine for & fortnight or three weeks: twice
a year, and destroy them simultaneously. -(3975) Erectéd a railé bf retting to keep ot ‘wallabies.
{3977) Wire netting best means of dealing' with the question. {3978) Best way to dealwith dogs
is to introduce distemper amongst them. {3985) 1f dogswere destroyed, farmers would keep sheep.

McKENZIE, DAVID, Farmer and Grazier, Franklin Harbor.—{3992) Tt would not be fairto tax the whole

ROBINS

ADAMS,

* .rate to pay fof wire
< vefmin, Lo council
" 1§ the- fence'is “erected the whole

district for the destruction of dogs. (3893} Three feet wire netting will not keep out dogs. (3996)
I§ farmers do not keep sheep they should be exempt from the tax. (3997) Governnmient should fence

off the unleased Crown lands where the dogs are breeding. (4000) If the country is nbdt fenced it &

will be abandaned. (4001) Question if proposed vermin district would be effectual withaut feneing.
If lessees are.anxious to fence their country, the Government should pay half the-cost of boundary
fences. (4002) Dogs killed 200 sheep since sheating.  Shepherding at present. -(4005) Over
twenty years since rabbits were introduced at Middlecamp. Wire netting is the only way to protect
the crops. . {4008) Lost very heavily in consequence of wallabies, which aré more d@esﬁm;ctwe than
rabbits. , S lyin consequenCe Ok Walid o s o s T e
ON, H. 8, Farmer, Yabmana.—(4012) Would be of no advantage for people to go out, in-a body to
destroy vermin. (4013). Best way is for the Government to supply wire netting as_at present.
No ohjection to reasonable interest being charged. (4016). Been troubled with rabbits for the
last two or three years, (4018) Kill wild dogs by poisoning and trapping. ~ (4020) TUnles$ some-
thing is done to esterminate the dogs ‘sheepfarming will be 2 thing of the past. (4022} Had
twenty or thirty sheep killed in one night by dogs. ' (4024) Fenced a small area with rabibt-proof
fence, and found it of great advanfage. (4025) Fence with netting hanging on the top wire and
other wires done away with would not be an efficient fenee.” S o o

FREDERICK, Farmer, Hondred of Woma,—(4029) In district about ten years.  (4032) Had

great deal of trouble ‘with -Tabbits. They are not very numerous just now ; the drought degtroyed
them last year. (4085) They are breeding up fast now. (4038} When, bad they come from the
adjoining pastoral country. (4044) Government should, be compelled to destroy vermin on the
wnoccupied: Crown lands. (4045) Steps teken to destroy rabbits are poisoning with strychnine and
gandalwood and wire-netting dams. {4049} Good thing to erect a line of fence on the west side of
Pandappa Range there is a lot of rough country there which is 2 breeding place for vermin. (4050)
The ferice would benefit Parnarco and the hundred of Wonne. (4052) Wduld continie the fence
right into Nackara and on to the railway line. In a southetly direction it should run to ‘the south-
west corner of the hundred of King; thence in an easterly direction to the north-east cofner of the
hundred of Lindley; and from thence to the river at Morgar, -(4055) Wire ret fenced are efficient
in checking the spread of vermin. "'(4059) Rabbits’ are not doing aby serious injury’at present.
(4062) Cannot cope with the vermin without Governmert assistand sy conld it on i

nettinig. - (4065Y:18 JaHd were ‘feticed with wire
ousicilwill not “prant its - Théy 4 7

“disti

g ER A B
Farmers ‘would not object to'pay iriterest oti netting sapphiéd.- It wotld® ot be necessary fo
farmer to fence his own block. Fences' should be erected in_ certaint Yinés. (4080) Fence along
hundred boundaries, provided for by Act cf Parlizment, would mot benefit the farmers ; it would
fence the vermin on to them. (4084) Dogs are ot 8 source of trouble to the faymers.” - = *°

HARDING, W., Farnier, Hundred of Wenna.—{4052] Not suffered much harrrf from the Tabbits. _ (4093)

SIMS, H

.should ‘pass through the counties of Hamley and Youn
west from the vermiz-proof fence on the New 5S¢

" fencing,
- Wonna,

The Government shou!d be placed in the same position as the lessees with respect to the destruction
of vermin. (4094) A fence erected on the line marked out by Mr. Adams would be'a good thing.
(4098) Tence provided for by Act of Partiament nlong the hundred botindaries would be useless

to farmers. (4099) Not Eigublod with eitlier rabbits or dogs:~ ~{4103)-Rabbits are breeding up fast -

now. {4105) Rabbits at Stuart’s Well were killed by drought, not by rabbit party.. (4118) Prefer
to fence rather than destroy the vermin. (4117 ) Liné of fence from Morgin to Winnininnie would
not benefit farmers in district. o o v

. C., Clerk of the District Couneil of Terowie.—{4125) Had practical experience with respect € the
vermin difficulty as an inspector under the Vermin Suppression Act. (4126) The rabbits were far
worse six or seven years ago than they are now. -The wild dogs are worse now. (4127) I£ steps
are not taken to cope with the difficulty some of the country occupied by the pastoralists will be
abandoned. ({4129) The best way of dealing with the difficulty would be to ferice. The fence

g, and then come into'the hti@ic};%d_g, running
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English, to joir the raiiway iine, which should be vermin-procfed to Morgan. (4137} Couneil do-
do not feel justified in incurring the responsibility of recommending applications for wire netting.
(414C) Vermin Suppression Act is mot workable. 'The Government sheuld proclaim certain time
for vermin destruction. so that the work could be dens simultaneously.  (4142) Act requires to be-
amended with respect to service of notices.. (4144) Cruel to enforce compliance with Act on those-
whose land adjoins infested Crown lands. (4148) Wire netting good ‘means of coping with vermin.
difficulty. (4165) Better to fence than simply to declare distriets and Ievy rate for vermin destruc--
tion. (4177} Dogs live in the Pualco Ranges. (4177} Government should not destroy vermin, but
% should fence off badly infested districts. (4192) Fence with two barbed wires would be effeotual in
‘ stopping dogs. (4193) It should be made compulsory for all lessees in the north-east country to
fence their dams. (4197) Council pays for wild dogs killed in the district out of money received.
for registration of dogs.

WATSON, THOMAS C., late of Pitcairn.—(4299) Very much trouble with dogs. ~ Rabbits not so mueh
trouble, but they are breeding up again. (£200) Letters stating losses sustained by wild dogs.
(4202) Dogs come from farming districts as well as from the Pualee Ranges. and ‘the unleased
Crown lands in the hundreds of Parnaroo, Wonna, Tomkinson, Ketchowla, and Hardy. (4203}
There should be two lines of fence erected, one on the boundaries of the counties from Morgan to
‘Winnininnie, and another from the railway line at Nackara running due south betwecn the-
hundreds of Parnaroo and Hardy, and keeping on-the western boundaries of the hundreds, instead
of the eastern boundaries, as has been suggested. (4206) The cost 3f fences proposed should be-
paid, porticn by the lessees and the other portion by the Government. The Government should.
allow the lessees easy terms, say ten years, to pay it in.  (4209) It would be guire fair to charge-
interest on netting supplied to farmers. (4217) The lessees would he prepared to pay half cost of
fence if erected now, because terms are easier than were proposed under the Act of 1891 for the
construction of fence. {4220} Line proposed on western boundaries of hundred would be more
useful to all parties than that on the eastern boundaries. (4224) Trouble with dogs has inereased
very much. (4225) The two lines of fences proposed would meet the wild dog diffculty. (4226}
3 Fences should be constructed of wire netting, 3ft. above ground, with one barbed wire 4in. above
| netting and another 6ip. above that, which fence would be dog-proof.  (4231) Sheep lost' were
' killed by dingoes, not by farmers’ dogs. (4235) Government should destroy vermin on the
unoccupied country. (4240) To fence off land infested would be cheaper in the end than to
destroy the vermin. (4241) If one line of fence only is erected it should be the fence on the
country boundary, but that would not be much good to farmers.

WICKHAM, EDWARD EENRY, Fuarmer, Grazier, and Storekeeper, Nackara. — (¢245) Suffered
much loss through rabbits and dogs. {424 6) Rabbits worst about 1885, Giving trouble at present.
time. They are worst at Paratoo and Magunda. (4249) They will breed up again. (5250 The
district councils are enforcing the regulations. The rabhits are getting thick in the outside
country. They come from the east side. (4255) Dogs are so numerous that obliged to shepherd
sheep. People encourage dogs to kill rabbits. (4258) Forest reserve No. 30 is regular breeding
ground for dogs. (4263) Applied for wire netting to council and Government, but refused.
(4264, Government should be compelled to destroy vermin on their lagil, (4265) The whole of
the forest reserve should be fenced with vermin-proof fencing, and then the vermin inside should
be destroyed. (4268) The only way to deal with the vermin difficulty is to erect vermin.proof fence.
It is waste of money to do anything else. (4269) The hundred boundary fence would be best, as it
would divide the farmer {from the squatter. (4273) Cost should be borne by the Government and
people bensfited. Terms of payment should be made easy. (4284) If price were offered for dog-
scalps it would bring about the extinction of dogs. No price offered for scalps now. (4290)
Coglin district council has not supplied wire netting.  They will not incar the responsibility,
{4298) Dogs have come to Pualco Range country as z result of it being unoecupied in consequence
of resumption by Government. (4304) To protect sheepfarmers from dogs price shonld be offered
for scalps. (4308) All the Government unleased land should be vermin-proof fenced. It would
pay to doit. (4316} Inside hundreds it is possible to cowply with conditions to destroy vermin,
but that cannot be done outside. To clear Paratoo of vermin would cost £20,000. (4320} Fence
from Morgan to Winnininnie would injure the country, as it would throw the vermin on tg it.
{4326) Council do not pay anything for killing vermin.

O’'CONNELL, THOMAS, Farmer, Nackara.—(4230) Suffered much loss from rabbits. {4331) Ferce
between the hundreds of Hardy and Parnarco would suit hoth farmers and pastoralists better than
a line along the outside hundred boundaries. No othermeans of dealing with the difficulty. (4333)
Good plan if farmers could get netting direct from Government instead of through the district
councils, as the couneils will not take the responsibility, (4338) Farmers refused {o pay for con-
struction of fence when an Act was passed providing for it, beeause they wers asked ta pay double
as much on the west side as on the other, (4339) If fence proposed to is erected, and terms of
payment made easy, they will not object to pay.

i HUMPHREYS, W. M., Grazier, Nackara.—(4342) Suffered great loss through rabbits and dogs.

(4344) The only way to deal with the difficulty is to destroy the rabbits with poisoned sandalwopd
and other things. = (4349) "Wire netting will only do to keep them back; it will not destroy them.
(4359) Opposed to the erection of any fence. ’ ) |

EYRES, THOMAS, of Eyres, Black, & Co., late McLeanr Bros., Rigg, & Co.—(4361) Particulars of width,
mesh, gauge, and weight for 100yds. of varicus kinds wire netting. (4362) Cost of netting and
particulars of size, weight, strength, and length of the various gauges'of steel wire, (4371) Pig
netting would cost much more then ordinary netting. (4376 to 4377) Refers to construction of
graduated netting. (4378) Machine for weaving netting on to fence operates too slowly ; it wil
never be used for fencing by the mile. : :

& CHURCH,
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CHURCH, JOHN, Manager for Harrold, Colton, & Co., Limited.-—(1383 to 4409) Refer to cost, gauge,
&c., of wire netting.

HANNAFORD, WILLIAM GEORGE, Chairman of the District Council of Mobilong.—{4410 to 4413}
Railway fence should be continued from Tailem Bend to Murray Bridge, as it would shut the
rabbits from the water. (4417) Rabbits come from Crown lands. Government should destroy

" vermin on Crown lands. _ .




